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The Editor^ in arranging the following Biographical 
Sketchy sincerely regrets that it had not fallen 
into the hands of one more competent to render to 
the character of the Author of these Fables that 
justice which it so eminently deserves; but the 
brief history which is here given is taken princi- 
pally from Mr. Northcote's own letters and writings, 
sources from which much that would be interesting 
and novel might be derived, but from the limited 
space allowed for this purpose must necessarily 
be omitted. 

The Editor cannot, however, close this short 
notice without expressing his sense of the valuable 
assistance he has received from Mr. Brockedon, 
an intimate friend of the Author; who not only 
kindly suggested many revisions, but supplied 
him with all the early and original letters which 
appear in this Memoir. 

JBi. o. xv. 



27, Grosvbnor Street, 
March, 1838. 
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SKETCH OF THE LIFE 



OF 



JAMES NORTHCOTE, ESQ. R.A. 



1 HIS eminent Artist and highly talented man was 
bom in the parish of Saint Andrew's, Plymouth, 
on the 22d of October, 1746. His father, who was 
a watchmaker, was descended from a younger 
branch of an ancient -family in Devonshire, of 
great respectability *, which has given, at different 
periods, several high sheriffs and representatives 
in parliament for that county. 

There were besides James six other children : 
five sons and one daughter ; four of the sons died 

* The learned Camdeo, in bis " Remains," derives the name 
of Northcote, among seTeral others, from their respectiire man- 
sions. 

Originallj there was al or de set before them, and these dis- 
tinctions were strict! j observed till the time of Edward IV. 

" In Talljtowne (says Westcote, a celebrated antiqnarj of 
Devon) stands fonr Coates or Cots (in tjmes past cotages) 
tenements distinguished bj fonr chief pojnts of the Compass, 
Eastcot, Westcot, Northcot, and Soathcot, and so seated from 
the Church standing as a centre, all of which in former tjmes 
were inhabited bj some of the same denomination, though all 
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JAMES NOBTHCOTE, ESQ. XV 

necessary to make me so. I don't in the least 
think it disrespect that my letters are not answered 
soon, hut I dp assure you I shall expect an answer 
from each, from the carriers, of mine, on their 
return to Plymouth. I wish you were as much 
amused with my letters as I am with yours, and 
that would he a sufficient reward for the trouhle 
you must take in writing such delightful long ones 
to us. 

" Mr. Mudge is told the whole of your situation, 
so he heard all your last letter read with all that 
pleasure as if equally interested with ourselves, 
and paid ye many no small compliments. Do go 
to Renolds's* often, that when I have the pleasure 
of seeing you I may hear all ahout it. Mr. Mudge 
-says he knows you are exceedingly welcome, as 
he is the most good-natured creature living. Miss 
Fillis is much ohliged to you for the confidence 
you repose in her, (as I live I don't know whe'er 
that is'ent nonsense, hut hope tis'ent). I will 
rememher you in her next letter to Miss Chadder, 
which will he soon. In all my reading I never 
met with such a character as you drew us in your 
t last; the most like it, that I rememher, is simple 

^ * Afterwards Sir Josbua, who was knighted subsequent to 

his being elected President of the Royal Academy, upon the 
establishment of that body in 1768. It would appear from 
this allnsion that Samuel had also been indebted to Mr. Madge 
for an introduction to Renolds ; and the anxiety of James that 
Samuel should go there often, that " he might hear all about 
it," marks his deep interest in the Arts and its principal pro- 
fessor at that time. 
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" I am iLt 6ear BK<d*er, 

" James Xvktbcotk." ^ 

I 

llr M'einii early to have dt^laTed a strong pio. | 

|Mitml(y for the art of painting; bot tliis davning 
liM lliiuUon met with oonnderable o|>positioB firaMn 
\\\% fuUtiir, who considered the height neoessaiy to 
hM MlttthiiMl for dtfitinction and coosequcnt advan- \ 

\\\^%\ iM t(M> difficult and nnoertain, eqiec ia Hy in | 

Ihd Uitiii Hituatton of his fiunily; and it was 
MtiiMt|iilHirii(l that his grandfather had attempted \ 

Id |M'(i4'llM(i (he aril but without saccesa. | 

Ymiimu; Northcote's fondness for painting, how- 
itVKi'i lu'uvulUul over the drudgery of his mechanicad ( 

Mio|iliiyiii(iiiti and he determined to abandon the | 

Ml fU|)ullMii ht) hud l>een engaged in, and devote 
l»lMiMi|f mitiriily to his favourite stndy; he there- 
\u\\\ iimiilvtnl upon going to London, an under- 
\^V\\\% lil (hat iluie of no inconsiderable effort. 
Il» vvaw iiiiw (wmity-five years old/ and had 
MiiVitr himii (wmity miles from his native place. 
Thin ruHuluthiu lo (hwote himself to the art was 
wtrttiigthttnttd hy the favourable reception of a 
print fVom a painting he hod made of a bathmg- 
place near Plymouth. In this he speculated, and 
liU share of the profits, which amounted to five" 
guineas, was added to five more, the savings of 



JAMES NORTHCOTE, ESQ. XVll 

Ills previous life, and constituted the whole of 
liis riches for this important undertaking, as his 
father^ refused to assist him. His brother at 
this time having made a visit to Plymouth, James 
determined to accompany him on his return to 
Ix>ndon, "the focus" of the Fine Arts; and, 
baving obtained a recommendatory letter from 
Dr. Mudge to Sir Joshua Reynolds, the two 
brothers left Pljrmouth for London, where they 
-arrived early in the spring of 1771, having walked 
the whole distance, except when aided by an 
occasional return chaise. A letter of recommen- 
dation from a man of such acknowledged character 
as Dr. Mudge necessarily implied some share of 
merit in the bearer; and James Northcote was 
indebted to this for a very kind reception by 
Sir Joshua. 

It, however, became necessary for him to con- 
sider of some means to satisfy his wants, though 
they were few. He had brought with him a 
painting of a duck, which had met with much 
commendation at home. This he offered to a 
printseller on Ludgate Hill (at that time the only 
one between Tyburn and Saint Paul's), who de- 
clined purchasing the picture, but engaged him 
to colour prints of flowers at one shilling per 



* Mr. Samuel Northcote, Sen. died, November 13, 1791, 
aetat. eightj-tbree years. Mary, his wife, died September 3, 
1778, aetat. sixty-seven years. 



XViii SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF 

sheet: at first he could only complete one each 
day; yet this sum, small as it was, paid his 
expenses. 

It appears that Samuel returned soon after to 
Plymouth and settled with his father in business, 
for the following letter from James to his father 
is superscribed in the handwriting of Mr. Samuel 
Northcote, *' My brother's first letter from London, 
June 14th, 1771." 



" HONOURED SIR, 

*' I MAKE no doubt but you are surpriiped at my 
remaining in London after Samuel left it, but I 
must beg the liberty of staying some little time; 
probably I shall not like it long, though now I 
prefer it to every place I ever saw. I intend to 
copy one or two pictures of Sir Joshua Reynolds's ; 
he is vastly kind. Last Monday I dined with him 
at five o'clock, which is his constant hour, and eat 
mackarel. I dined with Mr. Holmes on Sunday, 
and had mackarel. I inquired of him concerning 
the Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manu- 
factures, &c. ; and he directed me to the Secretary. 
I went to him, and he gave me those two books, 
which he said would inform me of the whole 
institution *********** 

Give my duty to my mother, and love to Sam 
and Polly, and compliments to Mr. Garden. I 
wish Polly could but see Sir Joshua Reynolds's 



JAMES NORTHCOTE, ESQ. xix 

house: it is to me a heaven. I am in perfect 
health, and pray that you may all remain so. 



t( 



And am your dutiful Son, 

" James Northcote." 



•* I hope Samuel is safely arrived : I want much 
to know about his journey.' 



9i 



He continued to be employed by the printseller 
until Sir Joshua, struck by his perseverance and 
attention, took him into his house. He often said 
that nothing could exceed his happiness at this 
improvement of his prospects, and was much char 
grined at receiving a volley of abuse from hi^ old 
employer, when he expected only congratulation 
on his good fortune. At this time he sent the 
following letter to his father. 

" HONOURED SIR, JqIj 25, 1771. 

" Ever since I have been at Sir Joshua Reynolds's 
he has behaved with the utmost kindness, but he 
has now given me a proof of his friendship which 
I could not possibly have conceived; I hope it 
will meet with your approbation, as I should be 
very backward to take any steps without your 
consent; but last Tuesday evening, as I was 
looking at the pictures in the Gallery, Sir Joshua 
came in and asked me if I was examining the 
paintings, and where I lodged, and what I gave 
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JAMES NORTHCOTE, ESQ. Xxi 

lo^e to Sam and PoUy, and compliments to 
!M!rs. Grarden, and other of my friends. 

" And I remain yoar dutiful Son^ 

" James Northcote." 

" P. S. I am in perfect health and high spirits, 
&s yon may suppose ; pray send yon are the same. 
Whether I shall make a good painter or not is 
uncertain; but you may depend on it I will try 
iw^ith all my might. Mrs. Lefty says she thinks 
Hers is a lucky house, and faith I think so too ! V* 

This letter expresses the feelings of Northcote 
in the moment of excitement^ arising from his 
g^ratified wish, and they appear never to have 
lessened ; for, thirty years after, in his Life of Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, p. 227, vol. i., in mentioning his 
eng^agement with that great master, he says, *' If 
I might now be suffered to say a little of myself, 
I would declare that I feel it next to impossible to 
express the pleasure I received in breathing, if it 
may be so said, in an atmosphere of Art, having 
until this period been entirely debarred not only 
from the practice of the Art itself, but even from 
the sight of pictures of any excellence, as the 
county of Devon at that time did not abound with 
specimens, and even those few which are scattered 
about the country I had no opportunity of ever 
seeing; and as from the earliest period of my 
being able to make any observation, I had con- 
ceived him to be the greatest painter that ever 
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lived, it may be conjectured what I felt when I 
found myself in his house as his scholar : and by 
Sir Joshua cultivating the very best society of all 
the ingenious and learned men of his own time, 
in consequence of which, and his unassuming and 
gentle manner and re6ned habits, his table exhi- 
bited an assemblage of all the talents of Great 
Britain and Ireland, there being scarce a person 
in the three kingdoms distinguished for his attain- 
ments in literature or the arts, or for his exertions 
at the bar, in the senate, or the field, who was not 
occasionally found there." 

During his residence with Sir Joshua he had 
frequent opportunities of intercourse with the 
illustrious great who assembled round the hospi- 
table board of the President of the Royal Academy. 
Among these were Dr. Johnson, Dr. Goldsmith, 
Burke, and Garrick; and possessing as Northcote 
did from nature a spirit of observation, and a 
retentive memory, he here rapidly improved, not 
only in the professional object of his pursuits, 
but in literary and other accomplishments of the 
mind. 

Many of his letters to his brother at this period 
are interesting, from the mention of some of these 
distinguished men, as the following extracts * will 
show : — 

* The whole of the extracts given are faithfal copies from the 
originals, excepting in very few instances where the same word 
has been found spelt different wajs in the same Letter. In 
those cases the correct one has been adopted. 
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" DEAR BROTHER, LoadoD, NoT. 19, 1778. 

««««««««« 

** I SHOULD have painted Elford * before this time 

but was not able to do so, as I was employed for 

Sir Joshaa on the most considerable job I have 

yet done ; it is painting the drapery to the whole 

length picture of the Duke of Cumberland ; he is 

dressed in his InstaUation Robes, KInight of the 

Garter, which I paint from the Duke's own Robes 

put on upon the Layman : the dress is very gprand, 

as you may suppose from some pictures which 

you have seen, I believe, of the Kings in the 

Town Hall ; the Collar of S. S. is gold, with a 

St. George killing the Dragon in Enamel. « « « 
•»«««.*«** « « « « « « 

Sir Joshua is now painting Mr. and Mrs. Grarrick 
in one picture, which is about the bigness of that 
in the fore room of Grandfather and Grandmother. 
The other day Garrick came into the dining-room 
when I was painting and spoke to me. Sir Joshua 
talks of painting a very large picture of him in a 
great many different characters ; he is to be in his 
proper character in the middle speaking a Pro- 
logfue, and about fourteen or fifteen of the most 
remarkable characters which he has acted to be 
standing round barkening to him; and he will 
sit for all these. I heard him say he had acted in 
all a hundred and twenty different characters, and 

* Now Sir WiWiwm Elford, Bart. 
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JAMES NORTHCOTE^ ESQ. XXV 

to see Garhck act Hamlet, bnt I could not get 
any place better than the two Shilling Grallery, 
but from that I saw enongh to he delighted beyond 
bounds; bnt to praise him is so threadbare, that 
it is ridiculous ; yet, I must say, the excess of 
grace in all his actions quite amazed me ; and he 
looked so young, and was so nimble when con^ 
pared to his appearance when he comes here in 
his great Coat, for he begins to grow quite an old 
Man now. Some of the other parts were done 
vastly well/' 

" LondoD, Feb. 24th, 1773. 

" « « « « You wiD think me quite extravagant 

when 1 tell you that I was at the play again ; but 

I hope you will think it a sufficient excuse when I 

say that it was to see Mr. Garrick act King Lear, 

and I underwent pretty severe squeezing, but got 

well into the Pit at last, though I think it would 

have been worth while to have run a risk of ones 

life to have seen him, it so infinitely exceeded my 

expectations. I went without my dinner, as I was 

at the door a little after three o'clock. You know 

it is impossible to describe it, I can only give you 

some idea by the effects. The people were not 

content by clapping, but hollooed out with mighty 

shouts when he was going off; for I believe even 

the most ignorant people are sensible of his excel. 

lence; and it had such an effect on me that my 

hair seemed to stand on end upon my head. Sir 

Joshua says it is by much the most capital part he 
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can act, and that he thinks he does it without 
faults; but in every other he has a. good many. 

** Londoo, March 24, 1773. 

'' I BEGIN this letter Sunday Evening. I am just 
returned from the Magdalen, where I went to hear 
the service with Mudge and Graves. The Women 
singing with the Organ is vastly pleasing, and 
Dr. Dodd preached a Sermon : I was never there 
before. — Last Monday I went to see Goldsmith's 
new play, and, quite the reverse to every body's 
expectations, it was received with the utmost ap- 
plause ; and Garrick has writ a very excellent 
prologue to it, in ridicule of the late Sentimental 
Comedies. Goldsmith was so kind to offer me 
half a Dozen Tickets for the Play on his night, 
and I intend to accept two or three : he is going 
to dedicate his play to old Jolinson. ***** 
On Tuesday Ranelagh opens, and on the 24th of 
April the Exhibition opens. The other night I 
was at the play for Mrs. Hartley's bene6t; Miss 
Reynold's gave me a Box ticket. Mrs. Hartley 
acted the part of Lady Macbeth, and very well 
I think. She is one of the most beautiful women 
I ever saw, and the finest figure; but has not a 
good voice. Smith acted Macbeth, but not well ; 
but when one has an idea of Garrick, no other 
appears well: my saying this may seem like 
affectation, but the difference between him and 
the very best players I ever saw is so great that I 
cannot help making the comparison." 
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" London, April 21, 1773. 

cc « « « « « Wolcot is come from Truro with 
Ijady Trelawney; they called on me with Elford 
and her son Sir Harry^ but I did not happen to 
be at home. 

'* I went to the Oratorios with Cousin Priss, 

Miss Farrett^ and Miss Bell^ to hear Miss Linley * 

sing^ who is the finest Singer in the world ; it was 

the Messiah^ and the King and Queen were there^ 

and we were sadly squeezed ; but Oratorios are to 

me insipid stuffy for I am most heartily tired 

before it is over. The King went every night. 

This. Thursday the King and Queen go to the 

Exhibition, and on Saturday it will be open to 

the public. 

" Desire my Mother will be quite easy on my 
account^ for I do not idle much time for fear I 
should not paint well, and I have not money 
enough to indulge myself in many excesses, so 
that you may be sure I am very regular." 

" London, Maj 6, 1773. 

« * * * * 'Tiiig night the King is gone to Covent 
Garden Playhouse to see Dr. Johnson's new play, 
which I make no doubt will be acted at Plymouth 
next Season. — ^There has been some very severe 
letters writ on the Pictures in the Exhibition, 
which are published in the Newspapers ; but so far 
they have left mine unslandered and unpraised. 

* Afterwards Mrs. R. B. Sheridan. 
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" It is now two years since I saw any of my 
Family or the Town of Plymouth." 

" Jane 17, 1773. 

" Mr. M udoe is very well, and his Family, but 
he is so contmually dining and supping about 
that I seldom see him. He has been to the Queen, 
who desired Mr. Tom Mudge would bring him 
with him as soon as Her Majesty heard he was 
come to Town. He is to be invited to dine with 
Lord Shelbume and many persons of quality. I 
have dined with him here at Sir Joshua's, and 
met him first at the Exhibition. If I was to die I 
do not know how to keep any Accounts myself, 
but as I used to do, by keeping every body's 
money in different papers.'*- 

" August 5, 1773. 
" So Sir Joshua will be down in the beginning of 
next month, I believe, to be made Mayor of 
Plympton.' 



j> 



" October 17, 1773. 

** Sir Joshua has made a very fine Head of the 
Marquis of Bute, and an exact likeness; he is 
painting a Head of Counsellor Dunning, and 
another of Edmund Burke." 

" London, Oct. 29, 1773. 

"I WENT the other night to see Garrick act Kitely, 
which he did most amazing well. I had the plea- 
sure of a full view of Lord Bute, for he is setting 
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tx> Sir Joshua for a whole length. * * * Sir 

Josliua is about a very fine whole length of Lord 

IBellemont, who was shot by Lord Townsend in a 

duel. I have desired old Ferguson to set to me 

for his picture, as he is very famous in his way, 

and a good old Man : this, I think, will be proper 

to make a present of to Mr. Mudge.** 

** London, Dec. 16, 1773. 

*' I HAVE had the honour to copy Lord Bute's 

face, as there is to be two whole lengths made of 

bim : his picture by no means gives me an idea 

of bis character, if it be as the world say. He is 

a tall genteel figure, with a mean Scotch face ; his 

skin very yellow, and small blue eyes, with a 

smile on his face, which gives a look of vast good 

nature and humility. Sir Joshua has made a most 

extraordinary fine head of him, and vastly like 

him. He must find it very different from the time 

when he was forced to have Bruisers behind his 

Coach to protect him, for now he comes in a 

Chair without any Servants, and often walks home 

on foot in his Surtout without any State." 

On the 12th of May, 1776, he says, in the Life 
of Reynolds*, " I took my leave of Sir Joshua to 
take my chance in the world, and we parted with 
great cordiality. He said I was perfectly right in 
my intention, and that he had been fully satisfied 

♦ Vol. ii. p. 36. 
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iw^orks of Art. In this tour he was accompanied 

by Mr. Prince Hoare, to whom he had a letter of 

introduction from Sir Joshua; and the intimacy 

thus formed continued with unabated regard to 

the last hour of his life.- 

He never spoke of Italy but in the language of 
the poet and the painter, and always dwelt with 
delight upon his recollections of the time he 
spent there. '* I travelled/' he would say, " from 
Lyons to Genoa, and back again from Genoa to 
Lyons, without speaking scarcely a word of the 
language, and yet I found no difficulty in having 
my wants supplied and my curiosity gratified." 

He used to tell a story of a painter that went 
to Italy upon the same errand as himself, accom- 
panied by Romney, who, on entering the Vatican, 
turned to the latter and exclaimed, " We are fairly 
caught, by George * !" 

During his stay on the continent he was elected 
a Member, of the Academy of Dei Forti at Rome^ 
the Imperial Academy at Florence, and of the 
Ancient Etruscan Academy at Cortona. He was 
also requested to paint a portrait of himself for 
the Gallery of Florence, which he did. It is 
considered a most faithful resemblance and an 
excellent picture. Northcote was a devotee to his 

* The late Sir John Carr narrated a similar exclamation of 
a disappointed Englishman, who, opon his arrival in Rome, 
hastened to St. Peter's, and, gazing aroond with ineffable con- 
tempt for those who had fonnd it an object of wonder, said, 
" Whatahambug!" 

c2 
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profession, and to such an extent did he carry his 
admiration of it, that some have supposed, from 
the fervour with which he spoke of the works of 
Titian, Guido, Correggio, Raphael, and others, 
that Italy had not only sent him back a painter 
but a catholic. Though to a mind like his, warmly 
attached to his art, the imposing spectacles of 
the Romish Church possessed enchantments that 
might delight the imagination of the painter, but 
could never enslave his judgment. 

On his return from the continent, in 1780, he 
again visited Plymouth with the intention of 
painting many portraits he had been solicited to 
do before he left England, but to his great sur- 
prise and disappointment he could not get a single 
commission there. He used to say, " When I men- 
tioned this to Sir Joshua, he said. You should have 
painted them out before you left." 

Having taken a house in Clifford Street, Bond 
Street, he commenced historical painting, and met 
with a most liberal friend and patron in Mr. Alder- 
man Boydell, who gave a dinner to the principal 
Artists of the day, November 4, 1786, when the 
formation of the Shakspeare Gallery was agreed 
upon. This gentleman not only encouraged the 
growth of historical painting in England, by his 
liberality towards the Artists engaged in this 
hitherto unprofitable and consequently neglected 
branch of the Art, but it is also to him that Enir- 
lish engraving is indebted for its present elevated 
character. 
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Prerioas to his princely exertions in favour of 
British talent the prodnctionB of Fnince and Italy 
were far superior to any thing tbe English en- 
graver had yet effected, and the beneficial resnlts 
of the laudable rivalry hb munidcence created are 
now apparent in the masterly specimens of our 
own times, which court comparison with any effort 
of the foreign graver, and in moet instances stand 
unrivaled for beauty and execution. 

The first picture exhibited by Norlhcote in the 
Royal Academy was the portrait of his friend 
Dr. Mudge, in 1773 ; and he continued an exhi- 
bitor fifty-eight years. In 1786, he says, " I am 
now going on briskly with my Wat Tyler;" and 
in this year he was elected a Royal Academician. 

It was now that Mr. Northcote's mind and talents 
b^an to develope themselves and to command 
notoriety. In writing to his brother, in 1787, he 
says, " Thank <iod, I am going on very well : I 
have now got out at interest £.000, and shall in a 
short time be able to make it 600. I receive for it 
6 per cent," 

In a letter dated May, 1787, he writes, " I have 
sent to the Exhibition three pictures, which are 
Wat Tyler, the portrait of Harry Whilefield, and 
one of Mr. Waldgrave." 

file general admiration bestowed on the cele- 
brated picture of Wat Tyler, now in the Guildhall, 
London, and which found the most conspicuous 
place in the Royal Academy, excited the envy of 
Dr. Wolcot (Peter Pindar), who it appears at this 
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August 30, 1787, he writes, " I have finished 

my picture of Jael and Sisera, and it is now hung 

up in its place in the Council Room of the Royal 

Academy/' He also mentions Opie^s admission 

picture, and the print finished of the Children in 

the Tower : " Old Boydell is quite in raptures 

about it — ^intends it shall come out in the first 

number of the Shakspeare." 

Again, Oct. 1787. — '' I am now busily employed 
on a lai^e picture for Boydell's Shakspeare ; it is 
a scene from Richard the Third, when the two 
children, Edward Fifth and his brother the Duke 
of York, meet in the presence of Gloucester, Hast- 
ings, Buckingham, Archbishop of York, &c. &c." 

He continued now to be fully employed in 
historical and portrait painting; and, in April, 
1790, he mentions taking the house in Argyle 
Street (now Argyle Place), and painting the por- 
trait of the Countess of Morton, when he raised 
bis prices to twenty guineas for a head, and one 
hundred guineas for a whole length. 

August, 1790.— He finished The Landing of 
King William, and received a commission from 
the Stationers' Company for an historical picture 
at two hundred and fifty guineas. 

Mr. Northcote had now attained the zenith of 
his fame, having become one of the most distin- 
guished painters of the British School. Some of 
bis finest works were engraved, and from the 
estimation in which his talents were held, not 
only in England but on the continent, these en- 
gravings had for many years a considerable sale. 
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The afTectionate and sincere regard which he 
always entertained for his brother led to frequent 
correspondence. In the following extract, dated 
Oct. 1790, he says, " I cannot but envy you your 
journey to Bickham, I should be so happy to be 
with you, and partake of the fruit, cream, and 
pleasant companions, for my life is nearly an 
uninterrupted course without any variety, from 
morning till night in my painting room." 

" I am now going on briskly with my picture 
of the Death of the young Earl of Rutland, for the 
Shakspeare, which I do really think and expect it 
to be the best picture I have ever done : this is what 
I always tell you, and I flatter myself may possibly 
always be true, as I hope I still improve on each 
picture: however, it is a happiness at least to 
keep such an idea alive, or I should not be able 
to go on with any spirit, for I could not be very 
happy if I thought I should do nothing better 
than what I have already done. It is in human 
nature to look with a degree of contempt on what 
we have conquered." 

" In the late Numbers of a periodical called the 
Imperial and Biographical Magazine there are the 
most flattering things said of my pictures that I 
have ever seen." 

Jan. 9, 1791. — " The old Lord Mayor wants me 
to paint the picture which he is to give to the 
City, and young Boydell wants me to do another 
for the Shakspeare ; one from the play of the first 
part of Henry Sixth, and I am yet in doubt of 
the scene : there is a pretty good one of Mortimer 
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dying in prison and Richard Plantagenet with 
him ; and there is another scene I like as well in 
the same play^ which is the Maid of Orleans^ 
nrhere she calls upon the Fiends to her assistance, 
and says, ' The Regent conquers, and the French- 
men fly/ &c. The back ground of this subject is 
very fine — thunder, lightning, &c. I am at this 
time making sketches of this subject/' 

" My Juliet is in the hands of a very clever 
engraver, who, I dare say, will make a good print 
from it." 

1791, March 9. — "I am now painting the Death 
of Mortimer in Prison, and not the scene of the 
Maid of Orleans. I am also finishing the Burial 
of Edward Fifth and his Brother under the Stairs 
of the Tower. This is certainly one of the best 
designs I ever thought of, and I hope to make it 
so good a picture." 

1791, June. — '' On Sunday the Lord Mayor 
and NicoU called to see the Death of Mortimer, 
which is now finished, and were exceedingly struck 
with it, and declared it was my best, and spoke 
of it in the warmest manner, and made no scruple 
of owning that my pictures were beyond all doubt 
the finest in the Gallery, and would be most 
valued hereafter* ; and that Horace Walpole pre- 
fers them beyond all comparison." 
** Lady Poulett has called, and said I am to 



* This prediction was fully verified at tbe sale of tbe Sbaks- 
peare Gallery : Nortbcote's pictares brongbt bigber prices tban 
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>■ pt. 27. — " I have scarcely been out of 
■ 'intiiifr room the whole summer, as I have 
\ liard at work on the large picture of Richard, 
• h lias taken me along time and much trouble, 
'' Horses an infinite deal, as no part of them is 
M(l by any figure, and I was determined to do 
til em to my utmost power, and they are thought 
to be very fine: it is a foot higher and a foot 
lono'er than any picture I have ever done/' 

1793, Dec. 7. — ^Mentions the unsettled state of 
public affairs, money becoming exceedingly scarce, 
and all the commissions for pictures stopped. " I 
hope in God it will not long continue, or we shall 
all be ruined, and the Arts are among the first 
things that must perish.'' But he shows that he 
had more patriotism than parsimony, for he con- 
soles himself by saying, " I shall not do as Mr. * * 
has done ; for he tells me that he has had a secret 
place made in his cellar to hide his money, and 
would persuade me to do- the same ; but should 
the bank break, or the country be invaded, all 
must be sufferers alike, and we ought to meet it as 
a national calamity, or like an earthquake, impos- 
sible to be avoided." 

" The other day I went down to Windsor with 
Cosway, and stayed three days, and saw the place 
twice over. West was there, and very kindly 
went about with me and Cosway; the Prince 
Adolphus was also with us. Our Royal Academy 
has now been instituted twenty-five years on the 
tenth of December, and an attempt was made to 
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his travels to communicate to his own country, 
and politely tells me he shall make honourable 
mention of me in it. In the comer of the pictare 
is a Book painted^ in which I have got him to 
write with his own hand some Persian characters, 
what I do not know, but he tells me when I do, it 
will make me laugh : he speaks English well.'^ 

1803, April 20.—" The Exhibition opens on 
Monday, the 2d May. I have sent eight pictures, 
which is the full number allowed; to wit, the 
Portrait of Dr. Jenner, Portrait of Mr. Ralph Lei- 
cester, Portrait of Godwin, Portrait of the Speaker 
of the House of Commons, two Portraits in one 
Picture of Sportsmen with two Dogs, and Game, 
and Guns ; Portrait of Captain Brooking ; a Pic- 
ture of a Vulture and Snake ; and last, an Allego- 
rical Picture of Christ the Good Shepherd.'' — ^In 
mentioning in this letter how much he is employed, 
he says, " I have been so perpetually harassed all 
day in business, and so tired by night, that Lhave 
not had the spirit to write ; indeed I have been of 
late more employed than ever I was in my life, and 
at this time I do not know how to get through the 
things I have in hand, and have been prevented of 
late from taking my morning walks." 

" When I have any leisure I am to paint an 
Historical Subject for Mr. Hoare the banker, who 
has a fine house at Dawlish, near Exeter; he 
wished it to be a Devonshire subject, and also 
with Animals in it, which, he thinks, I paint well. 
I have, therefore, made a sketch for him of the 
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iioia below a trap-door, by which the 

in. entering the King's Chamber: — 

to myself, ' go home, go home ; it is 

, . )Li.' I did go home, and brooded 

1 seen — I could think of nothing 

• v haunted me — ^I could not work 

tures for thinking of the effect of 

, unable to bear it any longer, I 

^o there again ; and when I entered 

■/ to my great comfort that Opie had 

> fine effect out." 

^r, held Opie in great respect, and 

Niched to him both as a man and as 

•ilthough he was brought forward by 

lendatory criticisms of Dr. Wolcot as a 

orthcote, the latter would often exclaim 

horn he regarded, " How I wish you had 

pie." 

orthcote painted upwards of two thousand 
, and the prints from his numerous works, 
aay be seen all over the country, fully prove 
.dustrious he was. While in the vigour of 
i'essional powers, his colouring was chaste, 
le, and distinct; his pictures having that 
.di of light and shade, which is one of the 
able properties of a good painting ; but, like 
oshua Reynolds, he seldom drew with correct- 
or vigour, and the want of an early academic 
.cation, where the study of the human figure 
^ t have given a facility to his hand in obeying 
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' «• may be held up as a fine example to imitate, 
: T.fl to show what may be accomplished by study 
II nd industry. 

His earliest known literary productions are 
some papers to " The Artist/' entitled, " Origi- 
nality of Painting/' " Imitators and Collectors ;" 
"A Letter from a discontented Genius /' *' Character 
of John Opie /' " Second Letter of a discontented 
Genius/' *' On the Imitation of the Stage in 
Painting /' " The History of the slighted Beauty /* 
•* The Dream of a Painter, an Allegory :" but his 
most important performances are " The Life of 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, containing Anecdotes of 
many distinguished Personages, and a brief Ana- 
lysis ; to which are added. Varieties on Art," 4to. 
1813. A Supplement appeared in 1815, and an 
octavo edition, in 1819, with considerable addi- 
tions. In 1828, Mr. Lawford published an octavo 
volume of " One Hundred Fables, original and 
selected, with engravings on wood, from designs 
by Mr. Northcote*. 



* It was bj a cnrions process that Mr. Northcote reallj made 
the designs for these Fables the amnsement of his old age, for 
bis talents as a draftsman, excelling as he did in Animals, was 
rarely required bj this undertaking. His general practice was 
to collect great nnmbers of prints of animals, and to cut them 
ont; be then mored snch as be selected about upon the surface 
of a piece of paper until he had illustrated the fable by placing 
them to his satisfaction, and had thus composed his subject; 
then fixing the different figures with paste to the paper, a few 
pen or pencil touches rendered this singular composition com- 
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"MY DEAR SIR, Argjle Place. 

'* Pray do not forsake me in my old age ; I have 
a foolish anxiety to see this volume of Fables com- 
pleted before I die; and althoagh I know there is 
but little hope of that, yet if I could be gratified 
by seeing it in some degree of forwardness, it 
would give me much comfort. I know very well 
that it is to you, who have probably many years 
to come, a matter of but light concern, as your 
abilities must occasion your being sought after 
and tempted by works of much more profit to 
you, and full as adyantageous to your fame; so 
that I can have no other claim upon you but that 
which proceeds from friendship and from pity : 
pray gratify my foolish vanity, and let me have 
the great enjoyment of knowing the work will go 
on. I remain, dear Sir, your most obliged servant 
for what you have already done, with a most earnest 
hope that you will still add to the obligation of 
your sincere friend. 

In addition to his published works, he had pro- 
jected, and in some measure begun, " A cursory 
Account of the Origin and Progress of the Fine 
Arts in England,'' a work which it must be re- 
setted he was not permitted to complete. 

The following extract is from a letter written 
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made^ in which we are seized by such a grasp, 
that, like the bulldog's jaws when he bites^ can be 
loosened only by death : I mean our 8elf<;onceit ; 
this remains with us through life without a chance 
of change/* 

For nearly half a century Mr. Northcote was 
seldom absent from his painting-room, where, in 
his loose gown and velvet cap, surrounded by a 
multifarious and disorderly assemblage of studies, 
casts, armour, and other material of a painter, his 
diminutiye figure often contrasted strangely with 
the gigantic and muscular forms he was painting. 
He was a close observer of human nature, and 
those who fell under his sarcastic scrutiny gene- 
rally found how correctly he had analyzed their 
characters : his cynical remarks were often drawn 
from him by the encouragement his hearers gave, 
but though as a critic these remarks were some- 
times severe, they were honest and frank. A young 
artist from Plymouth called upon him for advice, 
and exhibited some drawings ; but not getting the 
injudicious praise previously bestowed by foolish 
friends, he ventured to say, '* These were thought 
very well of, sir, at Plymouth." — " Were they ?" 
said Northcote ; " then I advise you to carry them 
back again, they will be thought nothing of here." 
Few men enjoyed life more, and, although he 
would never afford the time to make mere calls 
upon his friends, he was visited daily by many 
characters distinguished by their rank, and by 
their attainments in art, science, and literature, to 
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those who spoke to him, they forgot it whilst 
regarding the expression of his eye, and his 6gure 
was rarely noticed when the fine character of his 
head commanded attention ; or if it was remarked, 
this often arose from his dress, which at home 
was rather slovenly ; and abroad his long trowsers 
so folded about his heels from their dispropor- 
tioned length, that they sometimes excited a joke 
that '' Northcote still hoped to grow to them.'' 

He was a timid man, and shrank from any 
personal risk. One morning, when walking in the 
fields near Primrose Hill, he was robbed* by 
footpads ; and for a long time after he avoided all 
chance of returning home alone, if late. 

The ancompromising honesty of expression 
which he always adopted often gave a tone to his 
observations, which, like that of many others, had 
much more of Diogenes in it in theory, than in 
practice; for he was a kind-hearted and friendly 
man, and the refined consideration which he ever 
evinced for the comfort of his sister (who for 
forty years was his housekeeper) during his life- 
time, and in the provision he made for her in his 
will, (which forbad the disposal of his house, or 
even the removal of any portion of his property 
while she lived, that she might not suflFer any 
confusion or embarrassment,) shotvs little of the 
cynic in soul. 

* This robbery, from the manner in whioh he ased to bewail 
the loss of an old familj watch, was the sabject of a qnizzical 
parody on *' Shepherds, I have lost my love," by his friend 
Wm. Hoare, Esq., and was printed in a collection of his poems. 
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to his house, and for a short time to his chamher, 
where the few friends whom he was still desirous 
of seeing witnessed the last flashes of a spirit ever 
young, though united to a mortality on which the 
band of time had pressed so long. At length 
these parted, on the evening of July 13, 1831, 
when he had nearly completed his eighty-fiflh 
year. Thus ended a life which affords a most 
instructive example of the advantages of economy, 
of patient persevering industry, and of inflexihle 
integrity. 

The announcement of his death in the Morning 
Chronicle of the 16th of July, was accompanied 
by the following just summary of his character. 
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THE DEATH OF JAMES NORTHCOTE, ESQ. R. A. 



On Wednesday evening, the 13th, died, after 
a few weeks illness, at his residence, Argyle Place, 
James Northcote, Esq. R.A. in the eighty-fifth 
year of his age. His protracted life of health, the 
result of a constitution naturally vigorous, upheld 
by a course of abstemiousness and regularity, gave 
him an opportunity of prosecuting his profession 
with unremitting industry and unabated ardour 
down to a very recent period of his existence. 
His death has destroyed the link that had united 
the celebrated characters of the present age with 
those who were in the habit of assembling around 
the table of Sir Joshua Reynolds. To the learned 
in the Art must be allotted the pleasurable office 
of eulogising the productions of his pencil, while 
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INTRODUCTION. 



In preparing the present volume of Fables 

for the favourable consideration of the Public 

the Editor felt himself placed in a situation 

of much difficulty; but to edit this Work 

was a duty which the Author had himself 

imposed upon him: he has however endea- 

voured, as far as his abilities would allow, 

to follow the example and to act upon the 

intentions of the master mind that planned 

them ; and from the time that has been 

bestowed, and the assiduity and attention 

paid, he trusts they will meet with that 

reception the Author's wishes anticipated. 

Mr. NoRTHCOTE left to the Editor the 
Copyright of these Fables, and bequeathed 
a sum towards their being published, with 
directions that they should in every way be 
equal to his first volume, which has already 
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impetus to virtue by ever representing good 
principles predominant oyer faults and errors, 
and showing the possessors of virtue objects 
for admiration. 

" The great principles of truth and justice 
are few and plain, but we must enforce them 
by every means that ingenuity can devise or 
variety accomplish, and thus introduce, dis- 
guised in masquerade, a subject which might 
be but coldly welcomed if presented in its 
old and worn out dress." 

During the progress of the Work the Editor 
has been much indebted to Mr. Harvey. 
The drawings from Mr. Northcote's designs 
have been executed by him with a degree of 
excellence which must speak for itself. The 
vignettes and ornamental letters are entirely 
Mr. Harvey's invention; the ability and 
judgment displayed in their adaptation, are 
an additional confirmation of his taste and 
of the fertility of his conception. 

To Mr. John Thompson, and the other 
Gentlemen engaged in the graphic portion 
of the Work, whose names are attached to 
their several performances in the Index, as 
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Can tliy weak warbling dare approach the thrush 

Or blacLbird'fi accents in the hawthorn bush ? 

Or with the lark dost thou, poor mimic, vie, 

Or nightingale's unequal'd melody ? 

These other birds possessing twice thy fire, 

Have been content in silence to admire." 

" With candour judge," the minntrel bird replied, 

" Nor deem my efforts arrogance or pride ; 

Think not ambition makes me act this part, 

I only sing because I love the art ; 

I envy not, indeed, but much revere, 

Those bii-ds whose feme the test of skill will bear: 

I fee] no hope aspiring to surpass, 

Nor with their charming songs my own to class; 

Far other aims incite my humble strain ; 

Then surely I your pardon may obtain. 

While I attempt the rural vale to move 

By imitating of the lays I love." 





THE LYNX AND THE MOLE. 




NCE by chance a Lynx, in his 
( rambles, met with a Mole. The 
J Lynx, pleased with the various 
; beauties of nature as seen by 
his penetrating eye, solicited the 
Mole to participate with him in viewing the 
delightful prospect from a rising ground. 

The Mole, who had just left his hole in the 
earth, consented to accompany him. When 
they came in sight of the distant country, 
" See," said the Lynx, " how charming is the 
view before us ! behold the bright Sun, that 
b2 



Caiuliyxuak >- . ^^^^ ^Mke all 

Or M.i.klM.:-- -ud the Mole, 

<*«■""'' ''" ' _.v >ee: but, for 

^*'' "'-'"" . ..raw mist before 

""'* ' • , : .^rlv pei«ive 

".--A a<: Tc«ir dull 

" Nor .' 

Think 
I <>iil\ 
I cm \ 
Th«»-t 
I i\'i-\ 

Fa I • ■ • 

Thi,, 
Hv 1 



w*i:ia I le- 

.V j^-^*ii- Y'sjiB are 

V Ij. "t liiriiHmy of 

aiii w^.-st y^ESOL eye 

-:^ : lor, fo S1K& as 
. ^ the treasures of 
^ with knowledtne 



^ jioral in itself; 

.e ^aid upon it. 

suae thing be 
tna$ degrees of 
>^tfii^ their per- 

jijT firom each 

aewnt things ; 
iitttuut interest ; 



•• • .. 




< it with delight, still heightened 
■■liigination, which brings a thou- 
•ii'il pleasures in its train; and thus 
f? one it seems as if deprived even 
1" auties, to the other it is decked 
"^led splendour. From this cause 
-I vast difference of opinions which 
ir given by different persons con- 
sume object. The dull perceive but 
I is shown them, whilst the genius 
■xcellences refined and magnified. 
J. N. 
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FABLE IV. 9 

uiid to truths also of the happiness 

I ». Ml I ted from controling the passions, 

.tigiiity of patience, the inhospitable 

..utul nature of selfishness, and the 

. -s of cruelty and carnage. 

^.ert Fox, perceiving the audience not 

much amused by the discourse of the 

lilt, made no ceremony, but interrupted 

ution by giving a farcical account of all 

'ischievous tricks and hairbreadth escapes, 

iccess of his cunning, and his adroit con- 

■res to extricate himself from harm: all 

li so delighted the assembly, that the 

phant was soon left, in the midst of-*his 

advice, without a single auditor near him ; 

'- they one and all with eagerness thronged 

■ hear the diverting follies and knaveries of 

'ho Fox, who of course was in the end declared 

rhe victor. 

APPLICATION. 

The effect these two orators had on the 
perceptions of their audience was exactly the 
reverse one to the other. That of the Elephant 
touched the guilty, like satire, vrith pain and 
reproach; even the most innocent was hum- 
jled, as none were wholly free from vice, and 
all felt themselves lowered even in their own 
opinion, and heard the admonition as an irk- 
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THE BEE AND THE ANT. 

VIOLENT dispute once arose be- 
, tween the Bee and the Ant, each 
laiming superiority for pnidence 
j and industry ; and, as neither of 
them would give tip the point, 
they mutually agreed to refer the decision of 
this great question to the decree of Apollo, 
who was fortunately at hand tending the cattle 
of Admetus. Accordingly approaching the god, 
each made out his title to a preference with 
all the eloquence which a Bee or an Ant had 
ever been master of. When Apollo gave judg- 
ment thus: — " I consider you both as most 
excellent examples of industry and prudence. 
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THE ELEPHANT AND THE SLAVE. 

N Elephant, in hie progress through 
the forest, saw a Slave felling 
I trees, and linked by a chain to a 
g of wood, to prevent his escape. 
" I see clearly," said the Elephant, 
" that you are a Slave by your equipment, an 
indication also of your past bad conduct, which 
has brought you to disgrace." — " True," said 
the Slave, " but notwithstanding my degraded 
state, I am still your superior." — " In one qua- 
lity," replied the Elephant, " you have the 
advantage most supremely, and which mankind 
possess alone, in contradistinction to all other 
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THE BOASTFUL ASS. 

■MCE a poor Ass, who was roughly 
; uf^ed by his driver, ventured to 
■.iko his moan on being so hard- 
/ ly treated, more eapedally as he 
* might boast with truth of the 
■ and dignity of his descent from one 
I conversed with angelic beings, and 
ibose story was commemorated in the highest 
r all records, " Yes," replied his master, 
" but that which you make your boast turns 
ly the more to your disgrace, in being so 
etched u representative of such an illustrious 
nces-ttir." 
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happened that, a roiiple 

of Swine, whose sole pleasure 

1 gratifying their 

Lippetites, travelled together, in 

quest of food and raiitiea, till 

they eame by accident" to the seaside : here 

they saw, at a distance from the shore, some 

pieces of a wreck, which they took a fancy 

to believe contained some rich dainty, and 

thought that their longing appetite was a proof 

of its being some repast surpassing any thing 

^^~ ".qd hitherto found ; thus weakly pro- 
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Thift i» ci.c «. tai£ TrTmcssentHXiciii of t2K>se 
perHooA fib>, Li^iiiu: ina^c xnsir Baiibii30iiB aim 
on some di^taoit k'\***^<^ v^ 'liie tmnmui o£ liap- 
|iiiieM», waste their Li>e» and fammes in the 
puniuit of that which is br abcvve iSicsr poipeis 
to rrach, and which would disajipaint their 
hope* if obtained. 

Tho^o, whose excursiTe fimcies rove ni^o- 
^•^nw^d owr the world of honours and riches, 
have a xv^ry uncertain view of the thing called 
happinmn. U lies in the distant offing of life's 
^^f »^ *mp^rf4fK^Iy defined that it is scarcely 
more than ^Mn«mcd at, and the means taken to 
^we up with it arc too often the causes of 
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THE PORCUPINE, CHAMELEON, AND OWL. 




NE day a meeting took place 
between a Porcupine and a 
Chameleon, who entering into 
confidential discourse, each most 
bitterly complained of the scorn 
in which they were held by a cruel world. 
They both declared that they could not name 
one friend that they had in it, and yet could 
see no sufficient reason why they should be 
so hardly treated, especially as they had sought 
by varied experiments to gain approbation, but 
stilt found to their cost that neither could 
c2 



FABLE IX. 21 

/ith terror and dislike? Go, fretful 
e, and base fawning Chameleon, and if 
Lot mend your manners, learn at least 
itent without friends ; for depend upon 
lone are without friends but those who 
none." 



APPLICATION. 

part of mankind who set the world at 

e by hourly irritation, and who seem to 

it to stir up ill blood by indulging their 

scorn, or pride, give up all the sweets 

iety for the sake of showing their wit, 

3 pleasure of mortifying by their censure. 

y these can set up no claims to the friend- 

of others. Nor can those base parasites 

to promote their own selfish ends, load 

false praise the victims of their craft, 

egarding the mischief they may occasion, 

ect to find friends when at last their false- 

^d is discovered. 

Every one who has had any experience in 
' must have met with characters of whom 
speak ill, though they are not chargeable 
ith any great crime ; nor can a reason exactly 
' assigned why they should be hated, yet no 
^e can be persuaded to love them. It may 




THE HORSE AND GROOM. 




Horse whose each ancestral steed 
Renowned was both for blood and 

speed, 
Released awhile from curb and 



Strode proudly o'er the grassy plain, 

And thus a reverie began : 

" Pool that I am, that puny man 

Should rule me with his tyrant hand, 

And bid me own his least command ; 

No longer will I thus submit 

To goading spur and galling bit. 
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FABLE XI. 





THE DUMB WAITER. 

:.] (iiTH fixiwning brow and aspect 
loaring, 
. When John's ambitious thoughts 
were towering, 
Protnchairto chiurbe pass'd along 
Without sohloquy or song. 
Content in humdrum mood to' adjust 
His matters to disperse the dust, 
Thus plodded on with sulky air, 
Till a Dumb Waiter claim'd his care ; 
He then in rage with stern salute, 
Bespoke the inoffensive mute : 
" Thou stupid tool of vapourish asses. 
With thy brown shelves for pots and glasses. 
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THE FAIRY GIFT. 




N days of yore, when Fairies could 
bestow benefits on mankind, it 
happened that a prudent wife 
s brought to bed of a fine 
' boy, and the Fairies, with whom 
she was a great iavourite, through her wise 
and proper conduct, came to congratulate her 
on the occasion, and offered her the disposal 
of three wishes to bestow on her new-bom 
son, leaving the decision to her own choice. 
On demanding what would be her first wish, 
the good woman, with great gravity, answered, 
" Pray grant him impudence." 
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his air and behaviour undertakes for himself 

that he has abiUty and worthy while the modest 

or diffident gives himself up as one who is 

endowed with neither. For this reason men 

of front carry things before them with little 

difficulty, and make such skilful use of their 

talents, that they can grow out of humour like 

persons of consequence, and be sour, and make 

even their dissatisfaction do them the same 

service as desert. This way of thinking is an 

apology for great men who confer favours on 

the impudent. In carrying on the government 

of mankind, they are not to consider what men 

they themselves approve in their closets and 

private conversations, but what men will extend 

themselves furthest and more generally pass 

upon the crowd for such as their patrons want 

for particular stations, and consequently take 

so much responsibility off the hands of those 

who employ them. They will be useful as 

servants to Ambition, but never as friends or 

associates in pleasure. However, it cannot but 

be recommended to all men who feel in them 

selves an impulse towards attempting laudable 

actions, to acquire such a degree of assurance 

as never to lose the possession of themselves 

in public or in private, so far as to be incapable 

of acting with a due decorum in any circum- 
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FABLE Xlll. 




THE POET AND THE SPORTSMAN. 

ENTLY rise, oh ! southern breeze. 

Breathing fragrance, gently 

rise. 

While o'er hills and tufted trees 

Streams of glory light the skies ! 




" Lo ! the' ascending orb of day ! 

Sons of earth, he cries, rejoice ! 
Nature wakes, and ev'ry spray 

Sends to Hea^'n a gratefiil voic* 



" While these hving glories shine, 
That the Almighty hand declare, 

Let the song of praise be mine, 
Mine the heart-exalting prayer!" 
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FABLE XIV. 





THE KINGFISHER AND THE NIGHTINGALE. 

i^NCE on a time a meeting took 
1 place between a Nightingale and 
Kingfisher : the Nightingale 
was somewhat humbled at sight 
' of the green and gilded plumage 
of thia dazzling bird, so much superior to that 
of his own homely colour; when the vain 
Kingfisher, with all the hauteur of one con- 
scious of possessing the charms of outward 
beauty, treated the Nightingale with such airs 
of pride, as forced from that gentle bird this 
reflection : " I grant, my friend, that the splen- 
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them their power of vanquishing. Without 
this irradiating power the proudest fair one 
ought to know, whatever may be told her to 
the contrary, that the most regular features 
are uninformed and dead. 

How much nobler is the contemplation of 
beauty heightened by virtue 1 it then commands 
our esteem and love, whilst it attracts our 
admiration; but the charms of the coquette, 
when compared with the real loveliness of 
innocence, truth, and good humour, are spirit- 
less and cold. 

J. N. 
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plant nf Nightshade 

reared its head with contempt 

over an humble Violet that grew 

near its roots, treating the little 

flower with mortifyint; pride. "It 

d the Violet, " that your lofty height, 

r of your rich purple hellflowers, 

I polished berries of jet, and your 

;e, muwt ever attract the atten- 

Ul who view you only in public, and 

I you would be an orniinient to the 

Baplet; but recollect, that those \vlio 

' thoroughly, and have investigated 



FABLE XVII. 



vijut EL:<i<i^a <)ualiiies, have discovered that 
\oa are lUlfd with deadly venom ; and that 
alt who arc so mhickv as to fall under the 
iadantce of vow tyranny perish in agcmizing 
torture from the effects of your fatal poison. 
Ad to in)-self, 1 hare but httle to boast of, and 
nothing to cooceal ; my merits and delects are 
open to all." 



This Fable gives an example of a character 
that i» hut too oAen to be met with in the 
worid. TbCTe are those who with a specious 
behaviour, a pleasing gaiety-, or splendid Tvit, 
delight every craupany into which they enter, 
BO that those who see them only out of their 
own dwelling conceive them to be paragons of 
wit and good nature ; but if you trace them to 
their home and inquire of their household, you 
will often find them to be gloomy, implacable, 
cruel tyrants, feared and hated by their nearest 
relations and dependants. 

J. N. 




PABLE XVIII. 




THE MONKEYS. 




aiiE Monkeys belonging to a keeper 
' of wild animals were usually con- 
Sned in a line of narrow cages, 
each of which had a pan in the 
centre of its front for the tenants' 
food : but it was to be observed that, when all 
the Monkeys were supplied with their messes, 
scarcely any one of them ate of his own pan, 
each thrust his arm through the bars, and 
nobbed his right or left band neighbour: half 
that was so seized was split and lost in the 
conveyance; and while one Monkey was so 
uQ'pTo&taWy engaged ia plundering, his own 
pan was exposed to similar depredation. 
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THE PEACOCK, THE OWLS, AND THE EAGLE. 




9 once a Peacock, proud and vain, 
Went brandishing his stately 

train, 
The Owls, his most obsequious 
followers. 
Adoring all the gaudy colours, 
Which still a greater lustre find 
From one black plume display'd behind : 
The Bird who bears the bolt of Jove, 
And guards the throne of realms above, 
lodignant cried, '' Unthinking fowl ! 
ffhile those blind flatterers swell thy soul 
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THE PARROT AND THE SINGING BIRDS. 




Parrot flew from his cage into 
a neighbouring wood, where he 
criticised the song of the Birds 
, around him. At length they 
besought him to favour them in 
return; for no doubt his performance waB 
equal to his criticism. — ^The Parrot, afler due 
consideration of the request, gravely scratched 
his head, and made this reply : " Gentlemen, 
1 whistle, but I never sing." 
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THE BEE AND THE BUTTERFLY, 




GAUDY painted Butterfly, perched 
upon a marigold, and fitll of his 
n importance, thus began vainly 
\ to boast of his extensive travels : 
[ have ranged in shady groves, 
over spacious lawna and verdant meadows, have 
wantoned in the rarest gardens, and caught the 
fragrance of every flower, have enjoyed the 
coolness of the grot, skimmed over the lake, 
and boarded the gilded yacht, and proudly 
flown amid the mansions of the great ; in short, 
I know no bounds but the bounds of nature. 
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>.<r> > Miuc diasrace, beiaiise yoa hsre not 
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:^r -.u-c-v >.'i ^^■enes van h^re beheld hxie you 
■■'Hit Kiie CD deduce oae fiasle Bsefol lesdt. 
rht:iKiur« 4a a (nMid I wobU adrise yo« tu 
tukc 'fuvt: mure '■i. short excvrsbcc C^;<I)e with 
itn; aud >«« mv hive : die frx!^ of xrsrej too 
» lil tiod thefc : und let tbe ■•"—'-•" msitd tout 
r.i^aaers and check nxu bassxuM. tod then 
::iiiik uf yuur own home and i™jM<wt~ 

APPLICATION. 

The pn>verb savi', " He is no where who b 
njfv wiMre;" for that plant ne«r prospers 
'iNt i» liJUm< rvtttoved. It is not on the qnan- 
U «.i tiiu ^•l>fK<r:ts or their aiiHber that we may 
«ic -^tM,. hue ■jm the obe>ervUi«tt>^ we hare 
uuc i,^« Ut^tutt. tmi the iafannhon we hare 
»*w. (u*« liiw..... sdwt we can rtaitn the ad- 



vaat^^ of travelling. The dull may travel 
from north to south, and from east to west, 
and return just as empty as they eet out. But 
the ingenious adventurer, by judicious research 
in foreign countries, may Btore himself with 
such a mass of knowledge as may be a valuable 
addition to the stock in his native land. 

J. N. 
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FABLE XXII. 51 

While all by turns accuse, by turns deny. 
Snarl, wrangle, rail, equivocate, and lie : 
The wily scribbler lies conceal'd from day, 
Surveys the tumult, and enjoys the fray. 
With secret transport hugs his lucky jest, 
While knaves with knaves, and fools with fools 
contest. 
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ve his claims to youth and activity, ex- 

himself with such energy beyond all 

nee, that at the end of the chase, per- 

exhausted, he expired at the feet of his 

itiable fool !" said the Lion ; " vanity has 
thy destruction. Thou wouldst not con- 
be old/^ 

APPLICATION. 

A By defying or disregarding the voice of 
ture and of truth, by permitting vanity or 
alsehood to triumph over prudence and reason, 
/ery many have been cut short in their career. 

No art, no boasting, no cunning, will evade 
the awful power of truth : our vanity may serve 
to deceive ourselves, but no one else. 

Whoever strives against truth and nature 
will lose the race. 

The painted enamelled visage will never 
pass for youth or beauty: all the world see 
the folly, except those who attempt at the 
imposition. 

All safety depends on Truth alone, for in 
her train is every blessing; but falsehood is 
followed by vexation, perplexity, and disgrace. 

J. N. 
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FABLE XXIV, 55 

sa.id he, " to my labour ; go and pay your visits 
to such only who are as idle as yourself: at 
least, you should not take up the time of those 
to whom time is precious, and who make use 
of every moment to some good purpose, thus 
reducing them to a level with yourself." 

APPLICATION. 



Le Joindre, an eminent French artist, had 
the following pithy sentence written over the 
I door of his study: — " Les gens oisifs sont 
I toujours importuns aux gens occupes*." 

Bad habits are as infectious as the plague. 
The idle make those idle with whom they 
associate: the vicious libertine debauches or 
corrupts the innocent mind till it becomes as 
depraved as its teacher ; the quarrelsome create 
broils wherever they intrude; gamesters make 
gamesters; and thieves make thieves. There 
is a tendency in nature to cause every thing 
where it is possible to produce its likeness. 

J. N. 



♦ " Those that are idle are always troublesome to those 
that are occupied/^ 
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age, freed from pain and fear, 
....*a his friend with scomfiil sneer; 

.It I now, no doubt, you want your hire, 
. L.ercenary fool — retire,'' 
' Liraceless rufEan taunting said), 
m\ thank me that you wear your head." 
generous Bird reply disdain'd, 
spurn'd the ground the wretch profaned, 
/d up with yet unanger'd eye, 
clapp'd her wings, and sought the sky. 
Dog meantime, with inward pain, 
careless air and just disdain 
leld ; he cursed the glorious sight 
1th all the rage of thwarted spite; 
'he keen remorse assail'd him sore. 
And gave a pang unfelt before ; 

1th persevering feet, behind 
'Him Justice traced, though lame and blind ; 

'hen next he tasted living food. 
He found his late mischance renew'd. 
Another bone his throat retains, 
And doubles all his former pains : 
At once a thousand thoughts combined 
Like lightning flash'd upon his mind ; 
They stung, they blasted, as they came, 
th conscious guilt, reproach, and shame: 
.,^^^ dog — to guile more cursed a prey, 
oan'd — as stretch 'd on earth he lay. 
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I just disdain 
ihe shame and pain. 
Illness raised her head, 
iquish'd sinner said: 
-ome happy way 
I debt to pay ; 
h your faithful slave, 
le life you gave; 
'1 more to rise, 
! those friendly eyes." 
, " You owe me naught; 
reward I sought, 
io impart 

[ warm'd the heart; 
^;»tion pay, 
, pleased, obey : 
■ ind bless'd," she said, 
ii-f wings, and fled. 
tf^(<Ived no more 
i.' forest o'er, 
L-ster's side. 
It till he died. 
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Application, 

eful render virtue vain 
aste the pleasure of the Crane ? 
ighs for glory dye the field, 
laurels bloodless conquests yield? 
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.llllllE AND IIEH DAUGHTERS. 

RTiJE had three Daughters, ail so 
exquisitely beautiful ami so ac- 
complished in manners, that they 
seemed to possess every excel- 
lence of their mother added to 
tlit'ir own, and were dietiaguished by the name 
of the Graces, But their chief delight was to 
he seen conspicuously in royal courts, where, it 
may be said, they both instructed and learned ; 
t ftP d were alike courted, admired, and imitated. 
^ - i? love of general admiration in them gave 

Iier some serious thoughts, fearing 
it, in a degree, lose their original 
and simplicity, and affect what they 
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CARRIER AND HIS HORSE. 



CERTAIN Carrier had decomted 

llip best Hoi-se of his tL-am with 

H ring of bells iqjon his neck. 

ii', This ornament appeared to cheer 

"^ the poor animal by its jingling 

Jiifh bis Master observing, demanded 

r his being thus gratified. " Be- 

1 the Horse, « as I am donined 

I drudgery, the music of these bells 

f-!«iimation in the course of my daily 

llfiA <eeins to invigorate njy liu'd liuibs 

B&l sound." 
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iio outrageous in our devotions 
ices, and thus imagine we can 
storm; but, on the contrary, 
r attention in due proportions 
) which we are called upon tn 
i life, and we shall find it no 
fecute them well, 

J. N. 
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FABLE XX \1 



APPLICATio 

lITuIst we S4^joiiiii in thi- 
tt < vnAptiv been named '' 
St i> % vi<e measure to ret 
tl:i>e c*.^aifc»rts that naturt 
ic cKir vaj, and not reject 
cjtuis that are within o> 
ca\ ht:!r» to <often the ca' 



b«s.in lire. Whv imitate t 
«ik> >!^ht the proflered ! 
thAt ther are serring thi- 
thrT axe oqIv wastii^ V 
H>xiiT lodolenoe and sr 
siAsae time persnadii^ t' 
esceedin^ fious^, wl 
c«Jt exoeedii^glT idle : 
cc«t«irted aunds in 
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cr»» 



qf tfcO* 
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vanous size, 
y call 

L dirty line, 

I lies to shine, 

and time beset, 

lOines to net. 

Muse supposes, 

irtuosos. 

^udy insect sings, 
(.'ourt of tings, 
i ds conceal the gin, 
:iveK are caught therein. 
■\'d 'mid mildew'd panes, 
; -tmas the remains 
ml sing its cheer, 
- L(?iit throughout the year), 
iiii'd o'er and o'er, 
the liiwyer's lore, 
ew, on gambols borne, 
are, when lost, undone. 
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FABLE XXIX. 




THE POET AND THE C()IU\ 




Bard, whose pen « 

him more 

Of fame than of the j 

In Grub Street iiaiH i 

^Vith eyes conte:.^ 

closed. 

Cobwebs around in antique glor\ . 

Chief of his household inventorx , 

Suggested to his roving brains 

Amn- ultitude of srono^;. 

"7' "",-11 

V . I.. 
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ND THE OWL. 

1. Peacock, with slow 

y pace, seemed to enjoy 

-:^ion of his rich plu- 

Ist he spread his splen- 

the bright sunshine; 

-■ling before a bam, in 

■ A taken up his lodgings, 

iiddressed by that saga- 

1 most gorgeous of the 

• lied ; " do not conceive 

id enviable beauty is the 

dion, but look behind you 
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-ii lir vour 



1 ^^ ». 






. ^ c \ \* ' 

A be« >! ; 

In tukii.^ ■ 

1 ^, e balance 

BoJd h ... ^ ^'^*^^ ^ 

ThePo,. ^ ^'^^^^ 

• ^ - at which 



. >. 



• K. m :h{ ?u:iir; 

"viii re i4!cont- 

"V error of his- 

Times or dis- 

~i malice wiR 

.111 in their 

. vanitT of 

,H)d alone, 

.-.auoa that 



l.\ AND THE SNUFFTAKER. 
N June, when insects flusli'd with 



1 Made horses kick and heifers run, 
Damon, grown weary of his bfiok, 
UiBtrustysnutf-boxwithhim took, 
s walk to scent the hay, 
luntering hour away : 
a the fragrant mead, 
B coohiess of the sliade ; 
'Rt waB milder there, 
B were everv where ; 
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Mini l» . - ..u Ic-isc. 

n»» \ • .s ... 

for \ ' . _ai: alii -a^*^ 



\ 



j 



and cii'i ^ .. . .5* 

panie<I w • ^ .. .:^i: 

life, to_ t' . ^.;-. 

follow ll !.i . .^^ , VH, 

havifiir i. . 
he wiiJ /:. • 
when tlf 



AT 



against !•'. 
he ha> 

or spinr ' _, » ' u-ks 



/ 



'* 
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1il:>fi ih jf to o«e that most did 
He %::ei\i oMtpli^eats like thf ^ 
~ Tb> Q Ltile wiudKn^ Tolatiie, 
W^i^ BL-thia^ness w^t maki 
Dki i>4 tiiy givmt uapertinence 
G.ie lu/^<e«« nose so much otii.' 
Mt »j»e wbidi ne'er offended lli 
r&lrs« thou own'st fiatemity 
W.th lUiiertrs fopS •'id henj>cc 
Ami all the scnm of ooffee-lu.ti-;.- 
All tbr«e. I own, my scornful .. 
Tunu «p like the rhinoceru-'." 
Thu to tbe batons tbiog; ho r 
And thus the tittle Fly repli' 
** I ktch By btrth bma that 
niiicb nestled in King Jein 
Though be had three laiv^ 
That fly was free to take tt. 
And dost thou, little paltrv 
CM^nce at me to take think 
Bat if a human butterfly 
More busy, pert, and vain i ! i^ 
Draws near with bailee an 
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ii; with terror 

<• the company 

towards those 

lural passions, 

ncy with your 

your back:'' at 

a blow with his 

ids. 



N. 



the Wolf makes in 

among mankind, it 

ne excess of every 

y plead the influence 

vicious passions than 

yet this is not a plea 

. , who are under the 

y one according to his 

I of teaching all such 

bridle those obnoxious 

ight to have been their 

. time, if not wholly to 

.1 benefit, as well as that 

lave a power over their 

If has not, and are there- 

when they err. 

J. N. 
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FABLK XXXII 




THE WOLF AND IJU: f 

^ ^A^ \ T a erreat coiil:' 
^C -i Jim creation, wh^^^*- 

A I Dwf logy for Ji is f- 

for his rapacious and M- 
'' I follow/' said he, '* ( ' 
eating animal food, h s 
fteding* on (■•t*;*; nnd 



•f. 



right, 
o end, 



' joys. 
!i scene, 



■ 'lis breast, 
iiK nd expreBs'd:- 
. 'I pli.(;e, 

Hitl lui'time drew ? 
1. for you. 
pifautecl, but now they tire. 

Hike desire; ' 
Mtence cursed, 
with splcpn I burst. 



F ^BL£ XXXUl. 

. 1 A .'.i.i \ou km^m the fears I feel ? 
;. • wi •.«*M.:ni^ me for a meal." 
• •• "^is^u ELs ^nest in turn repeats 

ucMe • -I >«)mp and plenty's seats. 
.!i II u 4«.*''«*^u a sad despair, 

~'>'u r:L'!ic»« "her knew not where. 
* - *.t^i -f-e viiiidenni^ smit with truthy 
uiuc(-*r" DU9BI I ieputed yonthy 

tv« .A dflicrti i^snadj 
' ••t: sace ffuae -Hiemeg 

..•n.t *»» « oair ^*«ecc!i *br iiy ^v^ vain, 

^ .J> .Mini lO irXBC 1I3CB2U 

•ia?*-i :'!& ' ocn Aloiiae mu: 3tsn : — 

^..; ^ ^^ -^vi>ctnrKH uiaf^ input ; 

<• - r":_-«<«Ainim^ rinme^ our booo be 

.; . - .i>i7 :2T % ^iesm&d to the Isst; 
^^ ,:jm tiua ^tc&iBesifi^ in rae saint and sa^e, 
, ^t:s : ■ •■•>' "^iie Jocnr of fieezing- age; 
uicfuc ' tuicflTmsci wealth) bestows ; 
,^ . x4ieac^, and in pomp repose : 
-w ^. at her inTokin^ breath, 
-^mi this womb oif death. 
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THE DELICATE HERON. 




s^-^^NE day the long-billed, long-nect- 
long-legged Heron was walk- 
I ing on the banks of a river, whose 
I water was transparent as crystal ; 
the carp, the pike, the trout, were 
wantoning up and down the stream. These the 
Heron might have caught with the greatest 
ease ; but he thought it better to stay till his 
appetite was more keen. A little time after, 
his appetite came to him, and he saw tench 
■•om the sandy bottom ; yet these were 
;ate enough for his taste ; so he was 
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THK BALM THEE AND THE THORX. 

PERT and irritable Thorn, that 

grew near a stately Balm Tree, 

frequently upbraided him for his 

supine disposition, in so tamely 

submitting to have his sides 

pierced and bored with sharp iron instruments, 

and his precious balsams drawn out for the 

benefit of those for whom he had no concern, 

' and yet suffered all without a murmur. 

1 " True!" answered the Balm Tree, " I 

I patiently suffer the privation of what is valu- 

I "., and without complaint; but my 

nd recompense is the reflection that 

j 



tf'I F4BLE XXXir. 

rr-M>Ked tu wait fur better &re, and, like 
mouse ID Hur«ce, «-as £uitastically nice. < 
Urd stayed fof more delicate food till qim 
uucfa «s uoe fish AppeareA. His hunger 
Uk-d extreme, and be tfaoogfat biioself lit 
rven Ui meet with a pcx>r Snail. 

APPLICATION, ._ ._ 

The debiy sbowD by the bird 
if> uAea exemplified amcmg 
h«»e «ulleied in neglecting' the' 
fuflune offers tbem, until it 
reCncie tlje opportunity tbev Ii 
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It banner, first un- 
-s, frees the shrouded 

, singing as he soars, 

jiours; 

wings his fliglil, 
i.Bofhght, 
i-y wing: 
lerine. 



find 

fill mind, 



~.-r-t V' ice. Ilk.; :hioe. :* i^'^ea 
i' ..V that mfont tu ht^aven.; 
r 1 -iv the t.,iLs 'jt life, 
I ■Mnrs. IIS bitter strife, 
- uoiile efforts *ain, 
V -laLf to earth again. 

UTEEAKT GAZETTE. 




FABLE XXXVII. 





THE SWAN AND THE GEESE. 

VAIN but stately Swan, who earn- 
estly coveted adulation, found in 
a waddling Goose the readiest 
substitute for his purpose. This 
humble follower paid him pro- 
found respect, and complied with all his hu- 
mours and designs. This ^vourite selected 
another Goose, and these called in others of 
the same cast, such as would be perfectly 
agreeable to their principal. Thus the Swan 
soon found himself adored by a little flock, 
h pleased him for a time; but atill he 
a Swan, and retained some of the spirit 
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M nncLlT find 
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Lion, having seized on ii Wolf, 
was about to destroy him, when 
the Wolf craved for mercy, say- 
ing, "Inwhat have I ever ottended 
you to raise your enmity againat 
■' You are," said the Lion, " a cruel 
; over the innocent and weak, who are 
ble to resist your power, and therefore 
i death." — "Alas!" said the Wolf, "I 
' to be pardoned, as I have done no more 
the example of my formidable and 
triors, by whose mode of conduct I 
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I. 

1. 

»!• 
II. 



thr 



.W HI. 

. . jf not i.ci^ wron^." 
' . - : irp Tt c-ie, quitted 

' * ..:^- 1 ir yiolmce ; it may 

^'.'^unrv in tbe esBcatian, 

.^t - : rurbt to the comiBissioa 

>•• . .lul iLioslice suie the same 

"• ;rr- Liry oie in E pirate or 

?.. '•^'e are rtacT oiough to 

-^.- JL in* ciur xhu: hafc been 

• -a -1 •11141* iTtS*. 




FABLE XXXIX. 





THE SAGE AND THE MWET. 

iioARY Sage ill pensive mood 
Sought the reeeeaes of a wood. 
And, white with age, a Linnet 

Carolling forth a joyous sound ; 
Wondering he ask'd, " These glooms among, 
I What joys can prompt thy cheerful song? 
J At such an age as thine must be, 
I ^ou own'fit a joyous minstrelsy," 
The Bird replied, " An exile here, 
^i '11 care or fear, 

les reflection strays, 
oup fleeted days ; 
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IV Aui'd J- 'J an»QDd my scanty qihere; 
Whca full thueejoys to me retnra'd, 
•VihI id ibt bretst reflected bnra'd: 
And DOW aereoe for death I wait, 
Xor fear the expected hand of &te; 
FfH- there are reaims bejond the sky^ 
il'liere birds on sweeter gales shall % ; 
HTiere endless youth shall M my mnSj 
And joy shall prompt immortal strains : 
These hopes onclood mj parting day, 
And mge still cbanU a eheerfiil lay r 



APPLICATiOS. 



^ **joys of sense like conscious goodness please, 
*Vore hrigbt than glory, and more soft than ease. 
o ptnspect these enchant the treacherous eye, 
Silii "^^ Vpnxch'd iUusive, Beet, and die. 

others spring, still please and cheat the 



^hiie hoDod'^^^ 

^^ «M> mountains; when possessed, a 

So 




'' every colour gay, 
«»T& iv». • msmatic ray ; 

' '' '*^rn no more 

loured before. 





N idle Eottish Fellow frequently 
to his ghostly father, a. 
pioua Dominican, with the re- 
peated confession of his having 
comm tted the sin of drunken- 
ness. The good Fa her concluded in his own 
mind tbat there mjj me excessive plea- 

sure in this sa^^ h should so often 

TTCBs ; and he de- 
■ effect of this most 
Irunk, and ac- 
7 exceedingly 
t. The covL- 
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m the tbilowmg day, be 
4riUi iotolerabk pain in his 
!» Mid Tmmum at his stomach: 
to him again, and 



• « 



'iifi'inin, tbe good father said 

■tu «>iir repeated crime fills 

m t appears to me that I 

nia repeatiiig this sin of 

■ifijimpnt, nor lay ym 

.. -haa tiiat which Xatoie 



,•• 



i. a- ^ 




• t 1.' -^m. ^diSLT- iiat the sufferings 
»■.. . :r: J *^,:-to j-> i-rri- jv experience, and 

tt: fUi <-•• "Xi^r:-^ •• -» li:?. :*VBS of diseaSC 

mm •■ nr-** xji* tri*-v ir mi? aii^ should not 

*^*^' tiu m,:: j*-^ - r-ai. "ruf v!»jfBiiiisaoa of 

i; tvAMir^ tn- nruta -t-T- ti ^viurk it reduces 

■ «»>»km^ fieiu^ . Kir ufAfrnm^ the root of 

to this 



J. X. 






i 



THE MAGPIE AND THE OWL. 

p ERT conceited Mi^ie was boast- 
^ ing of his own excellences to thfe 
Owl, saying how much he was 
superior to all the others of his 
family. When the sagacious Owl 
thus answered him : " I shall not attempt to 
ai^e with you on your superior excellence, 
when compared with the rest of your family; 
iLseivf, that we are rarely the 
udges of our own merits; but 
owards acquiring a competent 
ne's self is best found by a 
,r- ' "w of the most con- 



»(v 



.i-^i \Ll. 



a^a 



■ »♦-■- 



ou^ neares: lC ol and 
iii^ti « airici exaudiiiDicfl. into 

:-- . miL'. Similitude IS. Rsped 



-ai- i2r->D«e ill 



cm 
ffrr 



■-*«■,*. 



.-IT- 



--*i.. **• " J ■■ . 



«^ •« 



-y**.," 



-* •»,*. 



r%. 



^:i4Ai.f : m. tboi it is a ks? 
-rr^ru:^ \inuaaii was iptntd 
***- :Rr£ ir- iiaving^ been the 
^-. - liL,: I^pve^ /' replies the 
^^^'^ iiiiTi far hanns 
^T*-.i *^ jutk- of them- 
L-- £5^i. Oi other men.^ 
«i^ »> done in his 
-r^- ^uii : and some 
cnyncem them 
u: tiieiii£"h- 
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FABLE XLII. 




THE CROCODILE AND SNAKE. 




Crocodile, cautiously creeping 
out of the river in search of 
prey, saw a Snake at some little 
distance from him, which he in- 
tended to seize and devour, by way 
of whetting his appetite, till he found a better 
prize. But it chanced that the wily Snake 
espied him in due time to save himself, and 
prudently withdrew to a proper distance. The 
ocodile, thus defeated in his intention, af- 
rorrow, and wept a shower of tears, as 
fied at the slight shown to his approach. 



uL^ \Lii. 



^ ■!• u • r* •.._:.. -^ T.;.ft.t-. 'x^iiur At a >afe di^- 
•»M , -. ^- ..--<-: .:• • If vou were jsorrowfal 

• .- 4f.;. -'u ♦. _.<*- ."-'- v.»u might be pitied; 

s.t [ a . II » : ^ X :»ndent to trust myself 

41" 'A'dTtT, :•: wi- ! * »a24jliii^ yoiL If little 

* * ^.M'hicf m c.T ::arjre» at least, I do Bot 
■ * iu ««.y fnendship wkere I mean to destroy. 

' . •'»cnte; and^ tbeiefere, flfcaD keep 
«^iiir*f Sim one wlio cma weep at wilL" 
. juaair die best of his war otL 

• r PLICATION. 

• •t*«»rr :u be trusted; for even 

• L ^-xni action, it is with 

• A ''-.'m^ to some advantage 

» Lil dieir movements 

- - ^-.ifi'-f^c iui.'oe, there can 

X;:^:'* .-si^T^ it daoMkhip 

i..i^ akAj<* :»/ fTTsple to 

^ -- ■- . ,1 ^vncji jvoduce 

-^ - ' > *x]ifnBselTe& To 

" ■• ^ %uiki^ in periect 

- ;• • .% Jr. .t hovr suddenly 

iif, .>r he entrapped 
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FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY. 

HREE Sisters, of one heavenly pa- 
rent bom, 
Religion brighten, and the church 

adorn ; 
The eldest. Faith, with Revela- 
tion's eyes, 
Through Reason's shades, the realms of bliss 

descries. 
Brings heaven in realizing prospect home. 
And antedates the happiness to come. 

Hope, with life -be stowing smile, 
woe, and softens human toil ; 
II 2 



When tile cuoDing Snake, being <] 
lancr, thus hUsed out: " If you »> 
for any real cause of grief, you uiii; 
but 1 do not think it prudent t<> 
any nearer, by way of consoling y 
any mischief in my nature, at Ir 
pretend any friendship where I nn 
I am no hypocrite; and, there f' 
my difltance from one who can * 
Me then made the best of his wa\ 

APPLICATION. 

Hypocrites are never to be trusit- 
if by chance they do a good actioi 
an eye to their own interest, to eoiu. 
they may gain by it: as all their 
are govenicd by self-interest aloni' 
be no safety in any of their offers o\ 
or help. They would make no 
sRcrifice their best friend, if it won 
llie slightest advantage to theoL'^i 
follow or be led by them is 

Harkju^^where we kn oj 

">■ ■ he c^.iighl in a siiaro.-fflrh- 
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conceited Mole, 

iltiea of hearing, 

ing, would stil), 

mself forward as 

ige and eonnois- 

and, to show his 

iiscrimination, he 

a the gaudy plu- 

I as the notes of 

■* estimation, they 

lit to the vulgar; 

seen the world and 

overheard this dull 

"1 : " Pitiable insen- 
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IVulilini; the thoutrht-*!. .- 
To that bless'd pluct» \\ I. . 
The y<>unm»st, Charitv 
With cloinent g<KMln<-^- 
Her boundless view, a- 
Sees und pursues the v 
Aud tuu«j;ht to eiiuilati 
(iru>|>H all creation in ! 
Yet two of these, th<>i._ 
Kou^t short duration, ;• 
For Faith shall end in \ 
NN hile Chanty, ininiort •". 
Shall mock the darts of 1 
When Nature sinks, hn 
And all the monument > 
She shall emer^^e, triun.- 
The same her lustre, an ■ 
Confessed shall shine to > 
Approved, distinguish VI n 



_-_-tf of 

i£ TOU 

juif and 



J be po=- 
ji be de- 
It subject 
^::c. But 

..ii»j from 
je most 
- 'jortions 
leir own 
?. ctidence 
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■jw ambition. 



:i.cah'9 Boy, who wus to be 

■<l for theft, entered the court 

rounded by the officers of jU3- 

"Jack," says lie to one of his 



LiijjanionR, 



1 not I a i^reat 



make such a bustle j 
.. be thus attended ? When will 
li distinction, you liltle iucon- 



I 



ven in the Fable, prepnstcri 
is not out of natuvp, T 



\ 



U» d«->JMMr, it i< : _ "-Jt 

»rrr Dot duuil) ;i- - 

fo nii^ht haxt* t - -'^ 

.__ ..- :2s 

.. . , li ai u^o 

i»es»Mnl of all kii. . • |.r>»ThS 

iiiandcd of everv » 

ou which he proti 

there ib a duriiii: 

want uf feel in IT, t 

ignorant preteiidrr- 

of praise or fu.il ui* 

opinions ou any si* 

as to startle the rtul 
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r AND THE WOLF. 



"t rogue of a Wolf came to 

■ I F I y Elephant and liuiiibly 

,tii to be received as one of 

• It-|ieiidant6, iniagiiiin<r it 

: be of some advantage to 

ptitiae of such a noble pro- 

icioua Elephant, wlio well 

iif the animal, plainly told 

1 credibly informal of his 

This made the Wolf 

I raoat earnestly prayed 

J Elephant would inform 
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him what secret enemy had thus tntduced his 
character. " Why, then, to be short with you," 
said the Elephant, " 1 munt uay that 1 gained 
the infonnation from your own mouth ; fur, at 
this present moment, 1 see it is all besmeared 
with blood." After receiving this answer, of 
course, the Wolf withdrew with all convenient 
speed. 

APPLICATION. 

It is in vain for a rogue in grain to pajjs 
himself off as an honest man. It may be dis- 
covered in his countenance, even before we are 
acquainted with his actions. Nature seems to 
have put a stamp on such characters, to fore- 
warn us of our danger, like the noise in the 
tail of the Rattlesnake ; so you may know a 
sot by the scent of his breath. J, N. 




FABLE XLVII 





THE HUNTED DEER. 

HUNTED Deer, after endurfng a 
a very hard chase, was worn out 
with fiitigue, and reduced to the 
utmost extremity. The devoted 
victim, without a murmur or a 
groan, but with an expression of anguish that 
appeared Uttle less than human, let &11 tears : 
when a Philosopher, who had witnessed the 
acene, calmly remarked, " That had any one of 
the company of hunters present been in the 
place of the suffering object of their sport, he 
would not have made his exit with such silent 
dignity." 
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VIRTUE AND VICE. 




a iRTDEandVice,twomightypower8, 
Who rule this motley world of ours, 
Disputed once which govem'd 

best, 
And whcwe dependents most were 
bless 'd ; 
Their logic wasted and their wit, 
Nor one nor t'other would submit ; 
But both the doubtful point consent 
To clear, by fair experiment : 
For this some mortRl they declare. 
By turns, shall both their bounty share ; 
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' iTOK id tat fciiile 




Tit pncbase kD. I ^» Affi- zn^ ~ 
Thm made the thMtmsii'^aaivaiMiez 

ThM blcM'd ibee wiA ikjpnR .^Twnp: 
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ly name is Vice." Cried Hodge (and sneer'd), 
• Long be your mighty name revered ! 
?orbid it. Heaven ! thus bless'd by you, 
rhat I should rob you of your due : 
To wealth 'twas you that made me heir. 
And gave, for which I thank your care. 
Wealth brought me wine, 'tis past a doubt ; 
And wine (see here's a leg) — the gout. 
This beauty brought, and with the dame 
Disease, a bless'd companion ! came. 
And now, to show how much I prize 
The joys which from your bounty yise ; 
Each coupled with so dear a brother, 
I'll give you one to take the other. 
Avaunt ! depart from whence you came, 
And thank your stars that I am lame." 
Enraged and grieved, away she flew. 
And all her gifts from Hodge withdrew. 

Now, in his sad repentant hour, 
Celestid Virtue tried her power : 
For wealth content the goddess gave. 
That unknown treasure to the slave ! 
From wild desires she set him free, 
And fiU'd his breast with charity : 
No more loud tumults riot breeds. 
And temperance gluttony succeeds. 
Hodge, in his native cot at rest. 
Now Virtue found, and thus address'd : — 
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THE BEACON AND THE CHANDEUER. 

N a lordly hall, in which a gay 
companywere assembled to dance 
and to feast, there was suspended 
a splendid Chandelier, surround- 
ed by walls covered with the 
richest hangings of silk and velvet, that pre- 
vented even the possibility of a transient breeze 
from agitating its brilhant tight. 

At a distance, through a window, was disco- 
vered a Beacon upon an exposed headland, 
whose warning light shone out amidst rain and 
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Jities to society, is a much grander object 
I ntemplation than the splendour of wealth 

■ power, although not so conspicuous or eo 

^ 1 noticed. 
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ties, like mine, must have their charms, 
beauty every breast alarms. 
I have charms, who can dispute ? 
Envy's self must there be mute. 
All nature seems on me to smile, 
For pleasure made, and not for toil. 
/ I other insects view with scorn, 
TK^it. are for menial purpose born : 
As thus for instance, yonder Bee, 
V^^hat is he when compared to me ? 
My life is always debonair. 
His nought but labour mix'd with care." 
'* Hold, prating fool," the Bee replies ; 
'' Attend to me — for once be wise : 
TYie labouring Bees your pride disdains 
Bring from their labours noble gains ; 
And when the summer seasons die. 
Their labours winter's wants supply ; 
They live upon their toil-bought store. 
When your vain race are known no more ; 
And when your boasted beauty dies. 
Their prudence every want supplies. 
Then learn from this, thou painted fool ! 
'Tis prudence gains the promised goal." 

-^^ APPLICATION. 



beauty every season loses power, 
; prudence strengthens to its latest hour. 
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And thus, in haughty strain, begun 

To taunt the luckless Chaise and One : 

" How could my master place thee here, 

To vulgarize my atmosphere ? 

Your homely make, believe me, man, 

Is quite upon the gothic plan, 

And you, and all your clumsy kind, 

For lowest purposes design'd : 

Kt only, with a one-eyed mare, 

To. drag for benefit of air 

The country parson's ruddy wife 

(That friend of dull domestic life). 

Or, with his maid and aunt, to school,' 

To carry Dicky on a stool ; 

Or, haply, to some christening gay, 

A brace of godmothers convey ; 

Or when bless'd Saturday prepares, 

For London tradesmen rest from cares, 

Tis thine to make them happy one day, 

Companion of their genial Sunday ! 

Meantime remember, lifeless drone, 

I carry bucks and bloods alone ; 

And oh ! whene'er the weather's friendly, 

What inn, at Abingdon or Henley, 

But still my vast importance feels, 

And gladly greets my entering wheels ? 

And think, obedient to the throng, 

How yon gay street we smoke along ; 
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THE TIGER AND THE FOX. 

HE cunning Pox became a most 

extraordinary favourite with a 

savage Tiger, by filling hie ears 

perpetually with the grossest 

flattery. This so highly delighted 

Tiger, that he would often roll on the 

nd in ecstasy at hearing the catalogue of 

■■isiispected high (|ualities; and, in return, 

I the Fox with the choicest bits out of 

Ljrey that he caught. Thus the Fox 

iptuously every day without care or 

1 Fox in secret despised 

Id swallow this fulsome 
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appearsiMse of Itom^^, altiioi^h we may not 
reeeiTe ic »• tnatli. 
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THE MOTH, GRASSHOPPER, AND BEE. 

N a tine summer'B morning a gaudy 
Moth happened to light near a 
I Grasshopper on a green lawn, 
' Well met," said the Grasshop- 
per; " this is a morning just fit 
fov such idle gentry as ourselves." A bustling 
Bee, who overheard this harangue, immediately 
»npd the^jgPi^tny, and addressed the Grass- 
said the Bee, " you are, 
idlers, and in that respect, 
ijJtin a par. But recollect, 
■ between you: this 
gaudy and so idle, 
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illE OAK AND THE HOXEVSUCKLE. 

heue chanced to grow at the foot 
ofa stately Oak an humble Honey- 
suckle, who thus in plaintive ac- 
cents craved its protection : 

" Most lordly Oak ! vouchsafe to grant 

Protection to a feeble plant ; 

Which asks nqiK>T^pier fate to find, 

l|y tnink to wind; 

J. shade allow 

(liL'S^e Ihiwers to blow; 

lid spare ; 
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^ n THE POTATOF. 

^lich fell from the tree, 

chance alighted near a 

The delicate Peach 

•>rn surveying its vulgar 

iir, thus exclaimed, " Oli I 

"I roll myself to a tfreatcr 

thing, BO unfit to appear 

humble Potaf.ne, who 

speech, mildly r 
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THE HARE AND THE BRAMBLE. 

HARE,cJo8ely puraaed, thought it 
prudent and meet 
I To a Bramble for refuge awhile 
to retreat ; 
He enter'd the covert, but, enter-' 
ing, found 
That briers and thorns did on all sides abound ; 
And that, though he was safe, yet he never could 

stir. 
But his sides they would wound, or would tear 
off his ftir; 
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He shmgg'd ujj liis shoulders, but would nol ] 

oonipluiii : 
" To rtpiiie at anmll evils," quoth Pu88, " ieio | 

That no bliss can be perfect, I very wellkTOw; 
But from tlie same source good and evilbothflow; 
And full sorely uiy skin though these brienmay 

Yet they keep off the dogs, and my life w»U 

defend : 
For the sake of the good, then, let evil be borae; 
i'or each sweet has its bitter, each Bramble its 

thorn." 
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THE PEACH AND THE POTATOE. 
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HiPE Peach fell from the tree, 
and by chance alighted near a 
Potatoe. The delicate Peach 
with scom surveying its vulgar 
neighhour, thus exclaimed, " Oh ! 
k J foot power to roll myself to a greater 
^Jiis dirty thing, so unfit to appear 
i*r," The humble Potatoe, who 
^flughty speech, mildly replied, 
^f^ ge^S^ ^^^ ^fist superiority you 
K^ "V*'^'rt those splendid hues of your 

'•'/ * 



^i I L ; 



'» ". • A .»* . W t ^ : -. 



« .-»•.• 



■ ••-*- *il t-o. iKLi. "i;.. ai 
• I ^' ur otrirr* r^Lri jt tut 

* • ^, ^z.^ J. a ir» •i'*^rTTH*f niT 







•I ':-■-* ro: m: a: siioulii be 

,. .. " -^ . -Jt -^isif iznh. mc c is one 

- . ^ •< *»-"'>\rji:»fc ittfc jiii£ im: too 

■ •* 21: 'TUt ft IB TWtKttril?*. JQkL 

..... •. ^Luu. ih< fil fc- 'nr iTTib ami 
. / 2! *4 wk> hM^ It our * ir-rr ^iniud 

■■i* **^ — 

» jat t iBSWir i5wa .Tin^jnc sot 

.^^^itBi ••' &r«*ar. -uejiis. out 






131 

I the titles we deserve; or if, indeed, our 

KTs be so limited that we cannot accomplish 

( let it always be remeniberetl, that it is 

, and ought to be our jiricle, to pay 

D the virtues rattier than to the graces. 

J. N. 
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vith his owii kind, lenvinii Ins mistress 
; that she had bestuived hec kindness 
^'.undeserving object. 



a certain individuals of >o perverse 

tat, in spite of the mur^t cartful atten- 

g been bestowed upon then ducation, 

loner left to act for th tii= Ives than 

'throw awaj all the ahanti^cs which a 

t fortune has allotted th m and an if drawn 

' magnetic power, fly mth hd=tc ti poverty, 
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le the Ape always says the plain 

flattery is of all things what I roost 

The Dog still stood firm, sayings he 

with his own ears, this very Ape 

grossest and most false praise to ani- 

most undeserving of it ; for instance^ 

heard him praise the Goat for the 

beauty of his countenance ; the Hog^ 

excessive cleanliness and the delicacy 

mess of his feeding; the Bear, as 'being 

session of all the graces; and the Ass 

captivating harmony of his voice. — 

," said the Lion, " but in justice let him 

fair trial, and if you prove your charge 

ist him, he shall die the most cruel of all 

is." Accordingly a day was fixed, and 

witnesses were all present to be interro- 

td by the Dog. The Ape also wag there, 

paid very little attention to what was 

ing on, and amused himself in the mean 

le by cracking nuts and eating apples. When 

le Goat, the Hog, the Bear, and the Ass 

leard the accusation against the Ape brought 

forward by the Dog, they, one and all, were 

stTuck with astonishment, and each denied 

^^e against the Ape on their own part. 

Lpe came forward, saying, " My 
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correct and pleasing. Flatteiy can never take 
hold of any man, 90 as to corrupt him, that did 
not first flatter himself; for it is a vain opinioQ 
of ourselves that lays us open to be imposed 
upon by others; yet to be sincere is always 
dangerous, even when we are charged to be so. 
Sincerity is no match in a contest with flat- 
tery, which will always find assistance ; whilst 
sincerity will be deserted and left to fight out 
its own battle. 

J. N. 
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Jble is a true representation of many 
Bttempting to deceive the world, be- 
e the Ostrich, their own dupes, and 
pul blindness render themselTcs the 
f contempt and ridicule to all those 
ptiieir nakedness, vanity, and falsehood. 
J. N. 
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^^^^^^^" busv coaaDonitT tiM r^e ihI 

»»<'«^'ii«b<« (iJJed ereiT liitie bffisl; and i 
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g accomplished, they returned trium- 
their accustomed occupation. But 
the sequel, the consequence of their 
cruel act; for they soon found that 
Snail was become a much greater 
than when living, and that the tainted 
hive grew daily more and more insuf- 
What was now to be done ? was the 
To remove a substance of that bulk 
yond their power, and they sorely re- 
of the rash action which had brought 
ivy a calamity upon them: finding by 
experience that what at first was but a 
inconvenience, and could easily have been 
id of by the departure of the Snail, which 
it have been effected by gentle means, thus, 
precipitate rage, was turned into an evil of 
a magnitude as threatened the destruction 
the whole Hive. There was now but one 
nedy to lessen this evil, which was with 
ach labour and patience to enshrine this 
jstiferous annoyance in a case of wax, which, 
ler great toil and time, was accomplished. 

APPLICATION. 

The above circumstance, though given in the 
orm of a T7ftVile, is a strict matter of fact 
eco story of bees, and is oflen 
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exemplified in the acticms mnd passitms of man- 
kind, who from pride, impatience, rerenge, oi 
want of furesight, have, by endeaTooring to rid 
theotselves of a smalt and tnmsioit evil, diftwii 
a eeriiius calamity upon their heads. 

J. N. 





THE WARRIOR AND CLIO. 

1^^ CERTAIN warlike Prince having 
^|K demanded of Clio, the nymph of 
^^B history, one of the best cut pens 
^^B she had, she gave him a quill 
^^^ that was not cut at all, saying, 
t belonged to him to cut it with hia 
; and if that cut well, the pen would 
^he better. 



■ of Clio was given in order to 

understand that if he made 

nis sword, her pen would not 






11.. 

" • »■ LZL Enc timi n ¥» aot 

: -J :z:^ -i. : ::-=:-n. ThitFiiiHfK 

.^>» • ^ Ti . aim at jmiKf- 

• *.' Z'-^^^L^ zh- fearaed, Af lise, 

■■• :• T*^. *♦ *• r jnust be frm the 

«.r > I- in tLt' IS- milb onk (M be 

^ t— - r- Lti-**ij««t uic naaerv win Kt 

ii' *-* * nnh. 

J. S. 




» 



FABLE LXH 




HILOSOPHER AND GODDESS OF POVERTY. 

k \jg^ GRAVE Philosopher, grown gray 

p'^ite with care, 

HjJB To Poverty's seom'd Goddess 

HB^ made his prayer : — 

^*"' " Pale Want ! thou spectre of 

consumptive hue, 
u delight to haunt me still in view ; 
I thy presence must my steps attend, 
■St continue (as thou art) my friend. 
I wide example bids me be unjust, 
to taxj^ord, or faithless to my trust, 
V error counsell'd see, 

. to find repose in thee ! 
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HINE AND THE I'lU.F.CAT. 

■ iTTLE delicate F.nniiip, who 

(trided herself particiilaily nn the 

Ijrilliaiicy of her spotless fur, by 

ill luck formed a great friendship 

with an insinuating animal called 

»r Skunk, a creature of tJie most 

)l)UuUtieB, and hateful from its nau- 

f BufFocating scent. Tliis intimacy 

LOS of making the innocent Ermine 

t M offensive as her companion, 

■ liAr snowy whiteness so that 

to those of her own 
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THE EAGLE'S STATUE. 

Mg, SUPERB piece of sculpture, repre- 

'HSjj^ senting an Eagle, was set upon a 
|H9B pedestal in a beautiful garden. 
S^|H The skill displayed in the execu- 
^^^^* lionof this figure seemed to make 
I nature, insomuch that all the feathered 
Slewed it at a distance with terror, and 
-*i to approach it, as they would the jaws 
*'niCtion. This delusion for some time 
**^d, till at last a pert inquisitive Magpie, 
"itjo (W it remained tranquil, summoned 
<^Oi^^ji(l|d by curiosity, and ven- 
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THE ASS AND THE LAMB. 

N idle, slu^sh Ass, to screen 
, himself from work, lay down in 
a hove), making a grievous out- 
cry, as if heavily oppressed by 
I want and disease, when quickly 
iltitude of animals came to succour and 
him their help; for it was noticed that 
J time a favour was bestowed upon this 
(jei"*- he took especial care to proclaim it 
% violent brayings of acknowledg- 
;ame known to every creature 
wood, and echo returned the 
'■"•"" """ment a poor innocent 
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I »;'a -tJrat ^n-tude, and only 

-; icijtiv iitrrcc:^ to liberality is 

' .•♦!•»- nan razrrr: we are more 

•' .jjiearance it makes than 

r- HI aces to :he snfierer. 

uuitiuB and vanity, says 

.ave aeirher beroes nor 

• ^ . oipartialitT eDODgh 

■ ^ur best actions, 

• >^ tt TO be proad of 
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^he engaged skylark. 

Skylark that had been entrap- 
ped into a cage, made (while 
^^ttering his wings) this lamen- 
tation : " These blessed plumes," 
®^ic3 he, " are bestowed upon 
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to range at pleasure in un- 
t>i:i^t my captivity in this narrow 
ers them useless, is the result 
alone. Wretch that I am, 
estimated the value of that 
given me, but I must forfeit 
my folly, in allowing my- 
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Liiah lay really [>eri>h*Lj f 
Willi ; but none carae n»-ar t • 
exlmnitv. ** Whv/' said -!• . 
drMTtfd in mv miserv, w:. - 
the A>*, triiins so many h*:: . - 
f^iiid a cunnini^ Fox, who r. . 
*• the A>s well knows tint 
an the bounty he rec-^.'. -. 
public, he frequently :_ri* 
those who rt*quire publ.. r\ 
fiivour^f but feel no in« !li. 
or charity to put theui- !.♦ - * 
ence for object* of di-ir- -- * 
be received with silt-nt _ 
known between theni^ei*. ' - 
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What we frequently a * 
too often little more t:. 
pleai^ed with the a:r . 
with the service it j;r 
Take from men : 
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■..IS well stocked 

■ f various sorts, 

.11 imperious Pea- 

■^way, and exer- 

iiy on his humble 

Inmi he hated for 

.11. The Turkey, not 

I' this ill usage on the 

I hia rage on the poor 

III the same predicament 

nited hia anger on a pert 

hinff below him 
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Ni>thii)g 16 more commoD in us than tbatol 
mit pajring a due reganl to the coltiratil 
iin}m>*eiDeiit of U)o«e advantages whicha 
may bave bestowed upon us for our v 
but which we too often n^ect to foil 
nlluriDg and deceitful pleasure that n 
our ranity or cnrioeity for a short 1 
may in the end produce misery or r 
on the other band, a proper attenti<j 
tmprtxement of our best faculties by J 
and care would hare led us to pros[ 
happines!!. 

J. ' 
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iJier had so in- 

ifit Bon, that sit 

1 to have all his 

immediately 

whenever his 

iplied with, he 

iself. This was 

., that the 

one day, when 

ireasonable request, 

grant, the insolent 

would go instantly 
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and drown himself/* and ran out of the house 
towards the water-side. Here he prudently 
made a stop, that his Father, who he saw was 
close behind him, might have the opportunity 
to prevent his threat from being carried into 
execution. His Father, quite contrary to the 
Boy's expectations, gave him a sudden puflh, 
and forced him over the bank into the shallow 
water beneath, sajring, ** Now drown thjaeif.'' 
This soon changed the young gentleman's tone, 
who, thoroughly frightened, cried out piteoudy 
for help ; when the Father took him up, and 
led the dripping penitent home again, who 
never afterwards dared to attempt the same 
experiment. 



APPLICATION. 

Too much severity, or too much indulgence, 
teem with mischief to its object. Overmuch 
indulgence is in general the most pernicious, 
as it tends to create a tyrant, who becomes the 
tormentor of himself and the abhorrence of all 
those that have to do with him. 

J. N. 
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THE APE AND THE FOX. 




N Ape had been very insolent to 
several animals more worthy than 
{ himself, but assumed much con- 
sequence on being, as he said, of 
all creatures most like the human 
species. " True," said the Fox, " in one parti- 
cular you certainly have a similarity, in that of 
being without a tail, which might cover your 
nakedness." 

The Ape, enraged at this sarcasm, began to 
pour out fierce denouncements of his wrath for 
this insult to his dignity. When the Fox 
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*■*.•-: , ^ . ii^iaer b"jw lit 

r.. - A *• 



.dn the condact q{ 
.race in their dis- 
-.-_:ii ; evasions their 
_*.'aiit*e, ■frus making 
ii^-i' n. A the object 
.^:lH£ hi enemy with- 
in mv Jiischief, or of 
. - T.^ L return of 
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FORMAL Owl, who was rather 

past her time of being very pro- 

\ lific, had the chance to lay one 

egg. This precious deposit was 

iittended to with all possible care, 

me produced a very hopeful young 

bqttfinite joy of its doting mother, 

fiMtention was absorbed by this 

iffapring, never suffering it to be 

nest, and daily fed it from hi 
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o^uily replied, " Before ym 
«rn;:ru>re yon sfaoald first c 
vi.ur pomr U of importaQce." 

APPUCATIOV 

Nutlung is more silly th:i 
thti«e pCTBoos wbo, from n< ' 
ptBUtiooft, throw out on ^Iil' 
impuCent thrests of vengen 
thrm-i«-]ves the scorn and dcv 
cf ihrif wnth, and creatini: 
• ■ut the pi>irer of doing any 
rii-u M-rvi-iiing thonselves li 
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ily fall into the snares of the artful and the 

wish, or, at best, are miserably mortilied to 

iBelves totally unqimbfii'd to rope with 

L they are obliged to faee; while the 

I lucky as to escape these pemi- 

idulgences is indticed to be honest and 

1 h(a own defence, if governed by 

iolicy. 

J. N. 





.:ilC2: his kftt- 
,■ ■ a aod solace. 
J. It distant cry 
- - iiuded in their 

.;--n and loneii- 
-- i the forest, 

._ut-il companion 
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APPLICATION. 



11 



does the heart, stricken by some 
, fondly imagine that the partners of 
• joy and revelry will still receive it 
•me visiter — but finds only coolness 



•t ! 



J. N. 
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HI time a vulgar blockhead, who 
xiired by fortune, and suddenly 
III' lowest state of life into afflu- 

-iious to equip himself with a 
(line a cavalier, and accordingly 

{lincipal armourer of the village 

!l to be supplied. This armourer, 
Ur^s than a blacksmith, had no 

lit than by decorating and poliah- 
jiit which lay among some of the 
1^ ^hop, and thus furbished up it 

])lace of a Sword. 

APPLICATION. 

Ill this Fable we but too often 

(he capricious freaks of fortune, 

'^ of the meanest qualities and least 

liKided with riches and adorned 

liilst those who with painful 

-lent study have improved their 

>rlom and neglected, and often, 

r/ riven to seek employment in 

of life. 

TROM THE SPANISH. 
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, he set his wits to work, and first humbly 
sted the cook to permit him to have the 
f a saucepan and a Httle clean water, and 
ruld make a dish of Stone Broth, 
oddity of the thought raised the curiosity 
inmates of the kitchen, who seconded his 
It. The traveller then picked up a stone 
he high road, and, washing it perfectly 
hut it into the saucepan of water. He 
ved a morsel of salt and a little pepper, 
)nion and some scraps, which the cook 
arded. Thus he made a very savoury 
[or himself, to the great amusement of 
i'L tators, who not only let him enjoy his 
i)roth in peace, but were so much pleased 
his ingenuity that they gave him also a 
and he departed dry, warm, and well 



APPLICATION. 

Fable gives an example of .the beneficial 
of a little ingenuity when aided by per- 
ice and activity, how unlike those idle 
rho drop all endeavour on the first check 
^eive, and if every thing does not answer 
ly expecta^i quickly cry out, that it 
jsible io^^^ '*d, and therefore use- 
make m fforts. Such is the 
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«li'_'n the veil of night o'er- 
il the plain, 
■ ■.' and fairies, niioi; and 
11 ijilieiis reign, 
(I.' \\iti huah'd winds in pcace- 
^■ss dwell, 
^aimnd their midnij^lit knell; 
UCouse, that long dpfii'd 
■■h Kate had tried, 
for, soon or late, 
t submit to fate, 
ta'en his flight, 
pionoftheniulu, 
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o^iiilui't of the slothful aiul i 
mho tuu^t ainiin and k;.aiu '; 
u«»thin£r » dimmed to iudu^t:^ 
aiiiil uothiDi: it» to be £r(»t \m!'- 



■• 1 
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. r» <»i*" 
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ensnared he lies, 
irlea, squeaks, and 



meetB, 

nnt'tive sweets: 
i>^ (he tale who hear 
■• iji dainty dieer. 
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T ha ujpM i e d iJiHl on MUiue «»*- 
sicai a lai:se iiiiim iiilil' nf '^>e ^^ 
ifa 11 ■! fcmd met tocedHT^ ■^^ *< 
skis ^1 liii_ t^e ssfaren ;tf i^or 



? be ea^OTvd in tW power 
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•^t all *k 

«»*»self perfections in & mass united in 

apVont * ^^ audience heard this piece of 

He p» ^'^ *"*" ^"en*; astonishment; on which 

0.0*.-. I ** ^ "^ "^"^ contradicted him, grew 

»i^ . '^""g'y impudent, and screamed out, in 

.r» tj, **^^ '°"<1 *ones, « That of all the hirds 

W^Q ■ *^^' *''e greatest portion of excellence 

^«to».*\*'*^ Parrot." Suddenly, to the utter 

*»^ard^T*^"* ""^ **** "''^'^ assembly, they 

■^*^lio f ridiculous assertion repeated by 

*=^Henc '^°"* ^^^ adjacent rocks, saying, « Ex- 

*Kati"^ ^.^ •" t'le Parrot."—" Hear you 

^^ii^ds o ^^ *^^ shameless bird, " the very 

*^ »i t^^'^J^^^^niy praise; I say, all perfection 

***Tot," Parrot."—" All perfection is in the 

^^^'■'■ot^ ,^**Peated Echo.—" You find," said the 

r** <ttore '* '^ confirmed. I conclude that 

"S is H;- ^^^ be said, and therefore the meet- 

^^^'y ttxi^ "^^ "^^^^ *^ *^^ satisfaction of 
Of *tei5 ^^fitoiiouB birds, whose modesty 

1 **is J See with scorn the shame\ess folly 
•^t^j, '^•^dent pretender, who, taking the 
'*i6(j X^^-ir £rreater decency and Teaer^e, 
' Hjj,, .f.i triumph over itve dxffi- 

M|k only the consola*-***^ ^^^-^ 

4 '""-'"' 
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ECHO AND THE PARROT, 

^^ J^^ T haf^mied that on some occa- 
^^M HB sioo a large assemUr of ibe tea- 
^^B ^B tbered kiod met together, and at 
^v3 ^B this meetii^ the snl^ect of tbeir 
^US^^^ convetsatioD by chance torned w 
the ddferent exceUmces possessed by e 
todindaaJ of the componT. One modei^^a 
pressed tbe advantage he aijoyed ia d 
of bis t 
the I 
odtena 




aiiit^ 



. ^^BLK LXXV, 

-*£ -file ^*****^'» ia a ma* 

■ ^^■'ot, 33 '"*«»« aatoniBhoiMi : 
^^aaxnetv • "** ^^ contradiciwi 

^ ■*■•*« ^■"■^"•■^'^ ■ 

I ' to. dw tx, Pfaiaer . 

I — ^ "**■**«*, — "^ »-*»-„■,..■■ 




1 ii«-' oAcB bmppeoB aft^ 



~ .!- •_■•*■ »- nu: k fcir HLMplificatioii 
I. w -~..*si : — cmc^ «^ infest the pB 
fi :■- c- - T'*^:-.:> »-nii fiiLwe puegjiii-- 
t ■'•^rt !_•. .itiT, i;L dtr iiliiiit iiii' mk- 

•■1 '■ -' * :: ^ i.L.t tiM^ Ec^ci. Rfxst what 
t—*' r» -r ..:iitT si\, receive the whol 
•-..::. <>ite mar ludsf* (rf a tbisg, i 
Ui tr—tiiti lauji'Tv rooiim i^ <^>inMHi 
)»vr^ 'rr. ii:« : anc tiuf unent of rep 

<c»rlt!> nf> bt^-tl fitf a tlBT «£ tO CUTT all 

It. S>ucb uv dv notxBE of tJboee wt. 
rrboec fto* ^mb ; fm «w sav > great de-. 
do nc« tfaiiA or vsp oar ottb jailgm 
case. We *ay larcly «it i 

« - . . : ■ . a .>rd of I 
Wfitin^ what r-: ■ ■ ■- '■■.^v( s 
lortbe wane: t ..; i; 
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than log ! 



liou try, 

ky; 
It die ; 




THE NETTLE. 

^^. Tree (so story tells) thfB f 
j^^^SB^ Amid the plaioe, itself <| 
^^^^^^^K Its boughs etenu 

'<^K^^^ Diffusing fi 
Devoid of rencoor or ill z 
Its Hfaade protected CFCiy c 
Here mO/^jfrndM firat tned ti 
^^^■AmMPhv ' Ted (eoder d 
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Tfaiu, Genitu, doe* it fau 
Bmrk'd at by duloesa, fui. - 
Thoae iDe«a ongmterul - 
RcTile tbe mefl thmt gai ■ 
The time approacfae^ lli' ' 
While Genius scare to <' 
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THE FOX AND THE TORTOISE. 

HUNTER Fox, who had narrowly 
escaped hia pursuers by prac- 
. tising all the artful tricks ac- 
I quired by long experience, 
chanced, in his retreat, to meet 
with a Tortoise, who had slowly crept a little 
distance froni his resting-place. The Fox most 
naturally began to discourse on the late diffi- 
culties and dangers of his situation, and the 
arts he had been obliged to have recourse^ to, 
in order to escape with his life. " Well," said 
the Tortoise with an exulting air, " I thank 









%P»- iTi'. 



- ««««i <ate, if fvck 13:!-?- ^. tt.: tt^iiLi^diiP 

.-uuai T , •- is< be incapabte o: artTCcmii?: nr 
•r- * : 'v;i:c those blesRingt? ^riiict m anw 
-iVM-*^ ifr ittis ciMsidenfale pm o: mpfosm 
> JL i^urm ouw SIX a man may be mdag^ 

I: » br rnaipari nn alone that ii« am nub 

am- I iiiwmli of those benefits tbat ^ bs 

poawMfil of; and to hare wholly eBBtfei 

■w iliMune fs Co be delved of more dm 

iM.'f thv pkmmrre we shmikl catjoy itwthti 

ht>^i ^nush: tkc wtlae ef <mr blessiDgs by 

15- fh& II mm. 

J.N. 
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Man, who lay slumbering one 
hot summer's day, 
sudden awakened by the gentle 
biting of a Lizard, a little animal 
- remarkable for its love to man- 

kind. The Man threw it from his hand with 
»irfrffnation, and was rising up to kill it, when 
a huge venomous Serpent glidir 
'Olon the other side, which he attacked 
reflecting afterwards with gra- 
Viend thai sp^ -A him, but with 
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*»._--r A_-iin-.t btmself that bad ebown soliitie 
v^«« f :.*;c kind oSixs of the frieiMJlf IJanL 

APPLlrATION. 

Ti - Fa'- i" «hows tbe risk tboee pefsons nu 
• -. »-^: u* u-* jn»e CTMi (he best adrice before 
: > *r^~l B«t those who hare lived to yean 
' =^;.-.rT Must hare lived to little purpose 
/ -^'1 ta>c But learned that the ready way to 
ELAkr All Mte^T is to give advice; it is ttlt 
ftiiKnenilr mortifymg wfaeo aslced, if it does 
nit ruiacide with our own opinion; bat, if 
i -md wpoa bs, seems iDtoIerable. 

J. y. 
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STOUT and honest Dog in his 

rambles met witli a majestic 

Lion; who, having just feasted 

on a fat doe, which had become 

his prey, was in high good hu- 

I therefore entered into famihar con- 

" How conies it to pass," said the 

" that 1 am hut too often treated with 

» and ingi after all my earnest 

id faithful to luan- 

on the contrary 

leccived by all with 
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%fiful and profound respect?" — ** I 
m t;rd the LioD, " not to unciersta: 
lh^>*«< mho possess power must i 
««rU<s terrible to be thought uu*i*.. 
pl.nrd in the human race. !N-. 
i-r h.^nest%**f sake; but frnv •• ^ 
w.'krk of loyalty and cou>cU'itC' : 
^.nord bv Tour o^n ca^c*, Iiil.< ^ 
n4 »u£oieDtly potent to k* * , . 
cxd order.** 
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nta 
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APPLK'AT I" 

It 15 a melancholy n :i ' 
>c-a11 is the efioct [)nKli. 
r»en bv the examuN* of \. 
»^ no other means of k 
K.n?e, The return tor !.. 
<lC kmty, contempt. M 
presumpthxi, and ii.: 
craft; so that on w 
«cuntv depends. 



• a to t*:zi 

^\tT for 

protect 

.'f : aufi il2? 

a sla^ifi. It 
ii r»t a3:ci»a: 

J i: 
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I- 71^- • iiuiii2rt most, Lmt*, 

-n. ^ : ■ ini- ciHSsc shiine, 
• -j-T- -r-'sn €i'jik,&iaslistiu!fc: 
_ ■":::- • *' MY ^Tiin^ hiith, 
■ r-«. "1 cjt Titt fn^swtii offWtL 
~ z ifciizj mres oppres&U 
:.- zxiv. d-r^es it blessd; 
I- •!:• c if^d. one tasteka 

.^ iji-^it I AL hour." 
- 1 T«ii:x replied, 

. -^ - z.^=r'i round I srt, 
..• — =LCU>thee, 
... _ I -'icii -aiuuld be 

•• ^ir Diity; 

-t'. . ! -11 an emblem nut 
-, - .■ u•r^ .Tiiere it grew; 
. . ^..z--.:: : :f we disagree, 

:. . -iiure, shall we be : 

-' •^ A -*.cteor >b:ne, 

.-•»»*.**, a-u £ V UTiTC tbine; 
..^ .. --tie vreojKrifii £ijiie. 




Woodcutter, one day vfsting 

awhile from his labour, began 

I calculating the probable extent 

I of hia existence, became surprised 

that so wonderful a piece of vvoik- 

i he was should be made to last no 

complaining bitterly at his 

I hard fate : when an Ape, who had 

entations, bade him leave off 

atition Jupiter to give him 

< f to hia dog and ass. The 

fRE advised, and Jupiter, to 
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THE BEE AND THE SPIDER. 

Bee who industriously spent his 
summer's day in flying from 
flower to flower, and gathering 
sweets from every one on which 
he alighted, at last came to one 
that B spotted Spider had enveloped. Espying 
the Bee — " Fool," said the Spider, " what can 
bring you, who search for the sweets of nature 
only, to this flower? Here is nothing to your 
taste; for I myself have been sucking these 
two days and And nothing but poison in it." — 
" Wretched insect," said the Bee, " blame not 
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suffer. 

(? tlmt liave not a pority 
I to poiceive every per- 
.-'ct of the object of tbeir 
hey will find at last that 
if ignorancR of tlie foolish 
to comieidM tlii' prisoner 
heard oiilv ihr witnesses 



J. N. 
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nothing — sickly grew — 
taste of something new. 
this disastrous case, 
imes he join'd the chase : 
plain the hunters fly, 
out a joyous cry ; 
before them lay ; 
dndy mistook his way, 
lone bewildered rode, 
Peasant's poor abode ; 
kept, from six to four, 
^er, long unfelt before ; 
idly swain this want supplied, 
^aii some eggs and bacon fned. 
luiaty now, the Squire in haste 
>, and praised their savoury taste ; 
said his meal had such a gout 
le'er in tarts and olios knew. 
joiced to think he'd found a dish, 
I at crown'd his long unanswered wish, 
/ith gold his thankful host he paid, 
>¥lio guides him back from whence he stray'd ; 
^ut ere they part (so well he dined) 
Hi^^sPM^ic Kost the Squire enjoin'd 
1 hi >me next day a stock 
16 iggs and charming hock, 
lish of savoury meat 
iiat still 'twas bliss to eat ; 
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od as nothing short of a con- 
rsonage was sent for, and on 
mt thus addressed him : ^^ Your 
ar to me ; you are tormented by 
. hich I now see perched on your 
:i his ugly mouth close to your 
into it the whole catalogue of 
^ries, and urging you to imagine 
*e subjected to them all: his sole 
is to attend on the idle; to annoy 
is chief delight; and the more he 
them the merrier he is: you must 
lus indolent and indulge him in his 
ous humour; summon resolution, get 
intly, and shake him from you; seek 
jsployment either of business or of plea- 
Turn botanist, and search out all the 
lies of teeming vegetation ; or become a 
^6o, and ransack the wonders of art or 
Mt^\ or turn herald, or antiquary, and en- 
i^nmx to bring to light whatever is obscure 
forgotten; and by such means only it is 
m may cheat the devil." The valetudinarian 
>lIowed the advice of the cunning man ; grew 
ealthy in body ao^^-li^py in mind, and 
tapped 1m fingers ' v!l genius that had 

> ] ?0T ^ 
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CUPID AXD HVMEN, 

HEN Love aud Hymen both were 
boys, 
They fix'd a day of smiling 
weather, 
. To show each other all their toys, 
And pass an oftei-noon together. 

» Hymea'B bower you ng Cu pid came, 
And pnrh with each fl^Vtiick dehghted ; 

ivr .larts ■ nil, 

li was lighted. 



- • ** ■ . rsrn.iaU"* el:. 

u**- Dcnn iiiac-e:* 

"•• r.i- • irt:. or state 
' — ■ - ' ■• •ri- iuii: lulies: QLHt:. 
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• r**- -- . j^ mis- c tiL. 

I.-. . V— ^,j.^ . ::;. - ^.i -::::»- about. 
Til- >** jiJLiL ?-.'-j_. andstuuiif: 

!..-•< yui- lii- UTt- . iivaiCL out, 
V K H^-a«e:. biuiir inr diaftg of Cui'id. 

.•• * fi ^ ii\ed their union sweei, 
■■«•. •i f alinli* c V finnest tether : 

4 HI- mud Hviuen meet, 
^ tw ^M.uini lurij tonether. 
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FAKMER, who had been much 
annoyed by Rats, having caught 
a. large one in a trap, which had 
not hurt the animal, he fixed a 
small Bell with a collar to ita 
;k, and then gave the captive ita liberty, 
including that such a naif-y companion would 
i universally avoided by all his tribe, and that 
■m. "4 forsake the house. 

deligltti^BHl having escaped so 
led hit >ns, vrho at first 

le time, becoming 
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t'uuiiliar \»iili the jingle of the Belly began to 
regard it as an object of admiration ; but, alas! 
in all their secret haunts, neither their aiknoe 
nor cunnini; could now avail to keep them in 
safety. All their expeditions, however artfidly 
planned, were now certain of being fmstrafted 
by the jin.:Ie uf this odious Bell, that betrayed 
all their mutif^ns to their enemy the cat : who 
made such havock among them, that, to save 
the whole from being exterminated, they were 
compelled to fall upon the cause of their dis- 
comfiture and destroy him. 

APPLICATION. 

It is thus with men of superficial acquire- 
ments, who, for a while, excite the admiration 
and envy of the crowd, until, inflated by their 
own superiority, they render themselves com- 
pletely obnoxious to the whole community by 
their intrusive conduct, and sooner or later the 
truth breaks through the veil, however artfully 
or firmly put on, and, for the preservation of 
order, it becomes necessary to expel them from 
society altogether. 

J. N. 
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THE VIRGIN AND THE ROSE. 

s in some rural paradise a Rose 
Which,veirdbyleavesaiid hush'd 
in calm repose, 
»th the dtiskv mantle of ihe 
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' THE PRACTICAL JOKE. 

COMPANY of young men, who 
, were Bupping together at a tavern, 
I found the wine that was served 
I ofa very indifferent quality; when 
' one of them, whose house v/as 
not &r distant, mentioned that he had in his 
celtu' at home some wine that was particularly 
fine, and that he would step to his house and 
fetch a couple of bottles, which suggestion 
much pleased the company. But after he was 
gone on his errand one of the company pro- 
posed to play him a trick, by going out to 
meet him in the way and to frighten him. To 
p2 
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l; in his blood. Such was the conclusion 

i-nictical joke. 

APPLICATION. 

II ^lll.||ll^ ever be remembered that a prac- 
ij jiikr IS liable to be attended by very dan- 
fous consequences : it is the resource of foola 
(to are incapable of foreseeing the great risk 
ey run of involving themselves or the object 
) their unfeeling insipid wit in some fatal 
itastropbe: it is a cruel and hazardous jocu- 
.iity, which has often turned a comedy into 
\e deepcrit tragedy; the instances that might 
'6 brought as proofs are innumerable. The 
^iroverh says, " To the wise it is a great plea- 
sure to hear counsel mixed with mirth, as to 
the foolish to have sport mingled with rude- 
ness." 
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.een delight 
( o the sight ; 
lize, but now 
^ant bough. 
:^, while still 
.\) his skill; 
:-likck his pace, 
luitleBs chase, 
a reveal'd, 
neighbouring field. 
iicilve man, 
■arl, and thus began : 
!i ! this game despise, 
rchiised prize ; 
I 'twould vex thee more 
fcbour gone, before : 
ftp, unsafe to find, 
Sest of the ibather'd kind ; 
fertunc shall dispense 
^e and ripeiiM sense, 
I that now so wild and shy, 
s the motion of thy eye, 
'pleased, and fund to be caresa'd, 
I fly spontaneous to thy breast." 
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. :js- jwn op- 
Matter of his 

--1 iiiiu^f to 

. :re .>t"a beiu- 
-~-m xhe life. 

■ kemi montiis, 
' « rDtended 

li . iouse the 



FABLE Xtll. 217 

!■ to tear thee to rags, am! throw thee 
■ — "Well, well!" screamed out 
hlliil picture; "and whn 's in &ult 
I am not handsome ? you had all 
Hals to work with to have made a 
guilty, but have miscarried in your 
priiinnce, and now seek tor an object 
i In throw all the blame which belongs 
^f aione." 

APPLICATION. 

bUc is a true representation of many in 

B, who, after having ruined both fortune 

racter, seek how to tkar their con- 

I of blame and throw it from their own 

upon others ; and by that contrive 

wal their vice and folly, saying they are 

Uinte: they next blame their enemies or 

ids, the world, even Providence itself; 

every thing but themselves, who alone 

iKen the cause of all the fvil. J. N. 
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THE PAINTER WHO PLEASED SOT- 

Paimteb, who \n lil^ 
nion was a great ma^^^ 
«rt, mast needs set h:. 
work Qpoa the picture ••! 
tiful female figure fvoin 
iabovredon it for si\< 
findinv . 
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reads the day 
ae Farmer's prey ; 
ies every art 
ive part. 
I infill strife, 
than Ufe ; 
-^ to bear, 
ember there. 

'inds with poignant sting, 
• tailless thing : 
■^ sneer sustain 
a sweeping train ? 
practised knave) 
^»ss with the grave ; 
the rendezvous, 
s the tittering crew : 
iiance we often owe 
inents known below ; 
il a trap last night 
lid left me snug and light : 
m know how light, how free 
il be cropp'd like me." 
Inot heard ; the laugh destroys 

>eech with mirthful noise ; 
m tailless back with shame, 
h\y sneak'd from whence he came, 
would have it thought 
e name of thief in aught. 
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hlcfisin^ prove, 
■ I'cii nivy move; 
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Mt-uiiiiDT tbr fmrmter lived in pact. 
Alio L'-jK Ltt' ciicLf. and bens, std e^ctif - 
And Kini 'd tittf while sft fancy led, 
H brrr lurf^u wsTcd or tavae vov spreuL 
Tb<-««- b->nTV hit: Dog by caoloM knnr. 
1b tin-**- hL» fure Mt«Mlaiit grev. 
I >tM- Bt- TD It cbuwed se he and Tny 
Et _■ •} d ill* rircin »weet« of Ay, 
A « -if a fact, ai a neigUxMhng seat, 
M>^ ^uprrtioity cxM^ilcte, 
A UMrin* thine:, Bidst tltoasande vaii: 
Hac hii^ip'd or farc^ fais fragile c^air. 
T*^ Turner Marts to aee faim ni^L, 
.Kitz ii !■! k Taia to %kt or fly; 
?'--z. bR m ad to Miae tk nan, 
=.i^ W trial Dap the %hl be^as : 



TV »■ .1 fiM.Hi.i^rfTi.T: 
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' « >re, 
-uore, 

oceans roar. 
to hear 
or, 
I adorn 
lit mom, 
cast 
" feast 



u and earth and sea : 
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^clouds of error to dispel, 
teach the art of writing well ; 

e genius; style correct ; 
^t followers to direct, 
ilhors to perfection bring, 
Ided to some angel's wing, 
■oaring lights the ethereal way 
of eternal day. 
lapient conjurors protest 
Er spurious antidotes are best. 

From the Spanish of Don 
Thomas de Yriarte. 
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" Before ibe imtk I tnne mj kr. 
To soothe my love and histe the day, 
WhUe Disn's bow o'erliai^ on hig* 
The palace of the starry sky; 
Eie Pb<Kb«M bid* those hunpe retiie. 
That sparkle with diminish'd fire. 
1 roost betuDcs, betnnes arise. 
And, bke a bird of Paradise, 
Am erer healthy, wealthy, wise. 
He who to sloth addicted sleeps. 
His setMes in obhrioa steeps ; 
Grin terror in bis bncy reigns. 
And fever riots in his veins. 
To mles of sober diet tme, 
I pick the giain, and sip the dew ; 
From Bacchos' Oowii^ bowl abstain, 
Whose dianght intoxicates Ae brain." 

The Lasb^ nufale to dacHb 
Whendoctorsd 
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•I masters : this 

lonkey, and the 

brand t, Rubens, 

•*(1 for the admis- 

seless caricatures 

ideas of monkey 

ter was about to 

. hen lo ! the figure 

lem, darting on the 

ch laid him dead at 

the God, « although 

nay bend to the dicta- 

• Iviser, those pursuits 

:ind, so as to touch the 

.roism, piety^ patience, 

which only genius and 

, must never be degraded 

lice of fools." 



ICATION. 

y hinderances to the pro- 
f forts of the Fine Arts, the 
nient in the ignorant is no 
for it is the nature of most 
' i)pearance of knowledge for 
and thus too readily echo the 
irs without giving themselves 
arming any of their own. An 



'23'2 VABLE XCTII. 

unnterited condemiution has often blighted the 
hope* c^ wmnj a mind, thmt with a proper 
degree of encouragement would hare eoared 
to the highest pinnacle of feme ; and an unjust 
commendation has but too often raised the 
unworthy to a station that they only disgrace 
by their incapacity. 

J. N. 






THE DECREE OF APOLLO. 

s Phoebus one day from Parnassus 
fl^^iiftllS iook'd down, 

V^^SL'f'M To see in what fevour the Muses 
were grown. 
He saw with surprise fools of 
every condition, 
To scribble unlicensed had ta'en a commission ; 
'And willing his art from such vermin to free, 
Straight call'd for some paper and penn'd this 
decree : — 
" Whoever in poetry hopes to succeed, 
Must these our strict orders religiously heed : 
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And since mean apparel than that which is fair 
Is easier to compass, let such be their wear : 
But as to their food, we no method can set, 
Let each member feed upon what he can get ; 
Still let this restriction their palate confine, 
They ne'er must eat pheasant, nor taste of 

French wine. 
These orders we will every poet do follow. 
As witness our name — ^Thymbrjeus Apollo." 
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Llth and profusion. What say you, Gene- 
ity?" — ** I am partly of your opinion," re- 
sd Grenerosity ; " but if, instead of unnecessary 
endour and useless presents, we disperse 
ge sums amongst public subscriptions and 
serving charities, I think it will be more 
ivantageously disposed of." — Industry, who 
id kept back, now advanced, and, exhibiting 
le claims that perseverance, attention, and 
ctivity had upon Justice, modestly advocated 
[leir cause, showing how inadequately honest 
xertion was often rewarded for her toils, though 
he eflFect of these labours, when justly remu- 
lerated, was to spread happiness and health 
amongst her followers, and to extend their 
beneficial influence to all mankind. 

Prudence presented to Industry the purse, 

requesting her to disperse it in the way she had 

described, observing, that as the treasure was 

not inexhaustible, she must decline the advice 

of Prodigality ; but should any remain after the 

demands upon Justice had been satisfied, she 

desired that it might be given to Generosity. 

APPLICATION. 

However praiseworthy a generous and chari- 
table disposition may be^ yet justice is para- 
T unt. 
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